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To 11 Serious and Faithful 


Mamiſters of CHRI 9.T, 
by whatever Name or Defigna- 
tion diſtinguiſhed; 


The Au TH o R wiſheth increaſe 
of Grace and Ability , and fur- 
ther Succeſs in the Miniſterial 
Office. | | 


| Very Reverend and Worthy Fathers and Brethren, 

Hen upon the reiterattd and pref- 

fing Defire of Friends, I had 

;- given my" Conſent to the Publication of 

| the following Diſcourſe, 1 could not ad- _ 

_ *mit the Thoughts of Dedicating it to 

any particular Patron ; as judging it a 

kind of Injuſtice , of make any Incloſure, 
2 or 


O 
CL. 


in its Subjeft and Scope, equally con- 
cer all. 2 ED - 

Fherefore it is, that T take the bold- 
weſs to inſcribe this little Traftate to you, 
my very Reverend Fathers and Brethren, 
a it is your Office as faithful Watch- 


= el 6. fo enquire what time of 
r 
c " © > 


t*zt 5, and to give the People 
p t0 your Charge; faithful Warn- 
ing of apparent: Sin, aud Dayger, end 
accordingly to dire our Iſrael, what 
they, ought W, do, T1: | 
Avg, fince if ig the true Reformed In- 
terefh that is nom at (take, I think it 
more than time to leave off contending 
among our ſelves, in which kind of Appa= 
rel or Faſhion, Religion makes the beff 
or moFF decent appearance , fince our uni- 
ted Endeavours are now called for ( and 
all little enough} to defend Religion it 
ſelf," againff* the. formidable: appeaxanee 
of i. Atbeifes: and Rrofanity 'on. the one 


& 


gion on the-other. Therefore 4t-4s," that 
i: have inſcribed. this ſo: generally to 
you-alky as judging the Chriftian- Reti- 
gion to. ſtand intheſe efſentral- Truths, 


wherein, 


o 


or particular Appropriation of what does, 
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bope we are agreed, and.wot 
in thoſe Metaphyſical Speculations in Do. 
frine, or Circumſtantials of Worſhip, 
which Men of little Souls, by a furious 
', | Bigottry, bave ſo long made uſe of, out 
, | of meer Humor, or with defign to diſuntte 
- | and dovide us. 

f It is no way material, 7 ſuppoſe ,. to 
» | know the obſcure Name of him, who 
- | makes bold thus to addreſs you : far if 
/ | there be. not force and energy enough in 
: | what is here diſcourſed, to awaken. Men 
to a' ſerious ſence of Danger and Duty, _ 
the knowledge of the. Author: 28. never 
like to.deit. However, he begs Pardon "N 
here: in the Dark, both for the Boldnefs {1 
and. Importunity of the: Dedication, and 4 
the ' Imperfettions of | the ſmall Treatiſe 
2ſelf; which he lays now before you - for 
both-which, he can. only ſay, for his Ex- 
cauſe, that. from the. Apprehenſrons he has 
of the: "Oburch's aud" Nations. Danger in 
"—_ 'Criſis, he thought #t his Duty 
tv. dv what'\he could im the Caſe, tho' he-is 
FI 1 he may wot" have: per- 
formew-his. part in this: as he ought. 
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' But what is defefive here , may the: 
Lord ſtir up others of greater Abilities 
zb ſupply. And oh ! that this ſmall 
| Eſſay may be ſo happy, as thus to occa- 
fron others more vigorouſly to beſtir them- 
ſelves, to ſtem the ſwelling and (growing 
Tyde of the manifold Evils that threaten 
as this Day with Ruine. | 
Fhis, . this, is the earneſt and humble 
Petition of the meaneſi of your Number, 
that you would reſolutely an vigorouſly 
; oppoſe and reſiſt the preſent dreadful in- 
|crge of Infidelity and Irreligion, with 
their concomitant Evils ; which ſeem to 
be the ſad and fatal Fore-runners of Mi- 
fſery. Which Noble and Generous Under- 
taking, how difficult ſoever it may appear 
to be, ought not to be reckoned by any in 
vain: for who knows, but that God is 
only waiting for ſuch an occaſion, 80 exert 
his Almighty Power further ox our bebalf. 
However, it is ſure, that in doing thys 
you ſhall not loſe your Reward whatever 
happen; were it but this, that it will 
certainly be accompanied with inward Sa- 
tisfaflion and Peace of Mind, and the 
Light of God's Countenance made to ſhine 
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Now the Lord himſelf, with whom the 
refidue of the Spirit is, incite and ſtir 
you up to this important Undertaking, 
direft and aſſiſt you in it, and make it 
ſucceſsful to the further lengthning out 
our Peace and Settlement. In all which 
reſpetts, may the Bleſſings of Heaven ever 
attend and reward you, untill theſe happy 
Streams of Paradiſe aniting together in 
their fulneſs and conſummation, unite you 
alſo with the Great and beſt Good, even 
the Beatifick Viſion and Fruition of God 
himſelf, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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| Preſent DILEMMA 


OF THESE 


NATIONS 


Conſidered, Argued, and Upgaoveds Se. 


_ ry — —_ —_— tt. 


EZEK. Chap.xx1. Ver. I3. 


And what if the Sword contemn eves 
the Rod > It ſhall bs no more, ſaith the 


Lord God. 
[ firſt Dawning of the late happy Revo- 

, {tion ; - Which ſeemed fo much the 
{. more auſpicious , that it bear Date from a 
| Second Fifth of November, and that in ano- 
ther Eighty Eighth ; which hereby became 
'on a double account, a Year of Wonders. 
{. The Riſing of a Glorious and Bright Su 


T is now above Four Years, ſince the 


| Set in Blood, was ſuch anunexpeRed and 
þ B ſar- 


31n the Weſt, where a little before One did ; 


The Rod, ' or the Sword. © 


ſurprizing Reverſe to the then Scene and 
Conſtiturion of Afﬀairs, that it was no 
wonder, if the penerality of thoſe who 
wiſht well to their Religion and Country, 
were tran{ported,and as it were ſwallowed 
up. with the pleaſant Idea's of Afﬀairs , 


which ſuch an alteraticn gave them : for} 
little did Men, -but a while before ima-} 
gine 5 thar ſo radiant and 1lluſtrious a| 


Morning would have follow'd ſo quickly 


that, bloody and ſtormy Sun-ſet, which| 
had been” Tookt upen by many, as a fad} 
Prelude of. wore Things to follow. This was | 
then the almoſt univerſal Frame and Diſpo-| 
ſition: of Mens Minds : which, as it did} 
awaken them"to::refle& on what was ei-} 
ther new to them, . or. freſh in their Me- 
mories ; ſo it did too much lull afleep rhe} 
rational Profpe& of what might hence} 
-have been expefted to enſue. . But tlie 


oreateſt Evil that theſe Nations were thy 


guilty of, was a too univerſal Forgetfulne(s | 


of, and ingratitude to God, the Great and 
Firſt Caule of all-choſe Metcies ; who had 

appeared in all that Afﬀair, as by an Arm 
ftretch'd forth from 'the Clouds, ſo as to 
fulfil that word eminently in_ our cafe, 


Zcck: 4. 6. "That not by might, nor by flrenugth, but. by | 


bi own ſpirit he had ſaved us : By his Spi-, 


———— tC TT RE 


rit,| 


Land 
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tit, I fay, whereby he incited and ſpirited 
ſome, deje&ed and diſpirited others, and 
ſo univerſally turned the Hearts of Men 
of all Ranks and Orders into a new Chan= 
nel, that the Yox Populi in this caſe ſeem'd 
yery remarkably to be Yox Det: I fay, 
; notwithſtanding all theſe Things, our In- 
{gratitude was as viſible as it was great, 
in attributing to Man what was 1n the 
firſt place rhe Work of the Almighty : 
| which was {flowed with a too viſible re- 
 liance. on. Human Policy, and an Arm of 
ST Fleſh.;. to the ſeeming abandoning of that 
> | kind: Providence, wherein we had before 
da! ſo happily. embarked. And from this fa« 
i-7 tal Step, might a ſerious Obſervator have 
7 perceived, our Wheels begin to drive hea- 
| vily, and our Bow fo oft to return em- 
ci pty : whilit 1n the mean time our Zxe- 
| mies began toawaken out of their Amaze, 
| andencourage themſelves again to attempt 
Sy whag for a while they ſeem'd to diſpair of. 
dl Then it was, that we ſaw the Sword drawn 


Y j from, the Confederg 
| We had expected. 
1% : 
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The Rod, or the Sword. 
we muſt gratefully acknowledge it toGod's 
Praiſe, that the Groans of poor reland ja 
and the Prayers put up on that accoum;, 
have at laſt been heard and mercifully an-J/ 
ſwered. But yet our. Diſtra&tions at HomeZI 
and the Saund of the Trumper, and the 
Alarm of War from Abroad, are ſuch'agjo 
may be ſufficient to awaken us to confiderſ c 

What the Lord ſpeaks to us at this timey r 
Mic. 6, 9. by all theſe things. The woice of the Lorij u 
zs yet crying to Cit -&b and Country ; but whi a 

u that man of wiſdom , that dith ſee God 1 
Name, or underſtand the Voice of his'Diyl < 
ſpenſarions, even of that Red which lies] 
ftill upon us 2 which if we altogether con; F 
temn, I heartily wiſh, we may not bg| # 

/ 

ty 1 

greatly ) under very dark and intricats | 
Circumſtances : and in the mean time * 

( 

we call to the Watchmen, and ask, Whay | 

the night 2 who is there that can give ug « 

| 

| 


forced to hear the Sword, e're it be long. |: 

We are at preſent ( if I miſtake no 1 

Plal. 74.9. We ſee not our ſigns, neither ſeems there ti 
| e any among, «us, who knoweth how leng. l 
Iſa. 21.11. 
any diſtin& Anſwer: 'I know indeed, thai 
extraordinary Prophecy is ceaſed, and thai 
therefore they may juſtly be ſuſpedted, a] 


being either 'Deofiyers, or Deceived, whd : 
pretend to it. And yet, that God maj 


The Rod, or the Sword. 


ods} at ſometimes thus reveal Things hidden 
1nd land ſecret, to ſome of his own Children, 
m,{who dare fo far limit the Holy One of 
an [rael as to deny. But it is not this that © 
ey bewail here, but ſomething that falls un- 
$der the OZſervation of Chriſtians in a-more 
25 ordinary way, with reſpe& to the Chur- 
der ches State and Crifis. Alas ! where are 
ne now thoſe ſincere Fearers of God, with Plabas. 14. 
ord} whom the ſecret of the Lord is £ Or where 
wha are they to be found, that in this reſpect, 
4 underſtand what that promiſed fruit of the Joh-16.13. 
Di4 Spirit is, amongſt others, to have thereby 
lies) things to come diſcovered 2 Nay, fo far is 
{ it from this, that even when the Lord's 
| hand is lifted up, we will not ſee nor regard 
7, || it. And yet we want not [xtimations this 
on Day of what islike to fall out ; at leaſt we 
itt! have ſufficient Indications of our preſent 
neg State and Circumſtances ; from whence 
th we may ſoberly, rationally infer, by way  , 
of Moral Prognoſtication , what is moſt ” 
probable to ll oor as the event and iſſue 
| of thoſe things which are at this time gn 
| the Wheel. Tho, I confe, we ought in 
| ſuch /aquiries, to ſtand upon our guard, 
4} that under the ſpecious deſign of a Rational | 
{ and Chriſtian Pre-con/ideration of, and Pra- 
{ vifion for Future Things, we harbour nor 
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The Rod, or the Sword. 

a ſinful, anxious, and over-curious tbought- 
ulnefs about,and ſcrutiny into thoſe Things 
which God ſees fit to veil from us, and re- 
ſerves only to himſelf. And therefore all 
Poſitivenefs and Dogmaticalueſs,as toThings 
fo dark anddebatable, as future Events are, | 
15 ſtudiouſly to be. avoided on ſuch occa-þ 

» ions. Tho I may jaſtly affirm it, that 

It is either weakneſs or a dghgn,, this way 
to get a Name in the World, that occa-| 
fions Men for the moſt part to be fo con- | 
fident of their having drawn Prophetical | 
' Truth out of its dark Receſſes, and of } 
vending that way Humane Gloſſes for the | 

Divine Oracles. 

For my own part, I am ſo conſcious of | 
my own inſufficiency, as to the making a 
Judgment even of the more eaſie and ob- 
viogs /ndications and Criteria of our Cit- EF 
cumſtances this way, that I have long | 
i hung in ſuſpence in my own Mind, whe- þ 
ther I had beſt to adventure upon any Re- | 
._- flefions of this nature : It ſeem'd to me, | ; 
be +0 to be properly the Work of a Paul, rapt } 
1 up to the Third Heavens in Viſions and | 
. + _ Revelations ; or cf-a Joby, who leans on | 
| \ his Maſter's Boſom, to have the Secret | 
Key of the Cloſet of Future Events, and to {| 
unriddle the ſame to others : I thought } 
Days |} 
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The Rod, or the Sword. 
Days ſhould ſpeak, and the multitude. of 


| Years ſhould reach Wiſdom ; and'that, 


tho God. was not tyed to ſuch Methods, 
(fince even Toung Men ſometimes. ma fee 
Vifons, when Old Men do but dream 


| Dreams ) yet who am I, that I ſhould 
| pretend to any thing of this kind, 


Yet, on the other hand, I conſidered, 
that it was pare of my Office. as a Minilter, * 
humbly to enquire into the meaning of 


#3 Providences, that it was one of our Sq- 


| w0ur's Charges againſt the Phariſees, That 


they neglefted the obſervation of the fagns 
of the time ; that there were peculiar Du- 
ties incumbent on Chriſtians, with reſpe& 
to the preſent State of Afﬀairs, which could. . 
not be known, and therefore not practi- 
ſed, unleſs after an impartial Enquiry into 
Things ; that this Work of obſerving and 
judging of preſent Diſpenſations, with re» 
ſpe&t to what may be inferred thence, was 
attended wich Pleaſure as well as Pains, 
and was both commanded and commended 


to us in Scripture as a Duty ; and that 


withal, it was one part of the Improve- 
ment of our Reaſon, which as ir diftin- 
ouiſheth us from Bruits, in its being, ca- 
pable to reflef back on things paſt, fo it 
was capacitated to Jook forward alſo tothoſe 

B 4 things, 


| The Rod, or the Sword. 


tbings, which we may infer are likely to fall || fi: 
out, from the concatenation of Cauſes and || to 
Effetts. Beſides, all which, the various | m 
Occaſions which we had lately , by the || D 
pious Order of our Superiours, for Faſt- || ux 
##g and Prayer, did ſuperadd another Ar- | o1 
gument for a ſerious enquiry into the Sins || iu 
we were guilty of, and the nature and | ol 
tendency of thaſe Providences which gave | ſc 
Birth to thoſe ſolemn Opportunities. | 01 

And, as for the weakneſs I was conſcious | gt 
of in my ſelf, and the miſtakes I might | p' 
thereby be incident unto, in ſuch an Z/#- | p/ 
dertaking , 1 was encouraged notwith- | ur 
ſtanding, to go on this way, from the |} 
Senſe of Duty, in an humble Dependence | ni 
on Gad ; and the rather, becauſe I percei- | {1 
ved, that moſt Men that had applied | jr 


themſelves to ſuch Studies, had either 


erred by building on miſtaken Grounds, or | 
been zoo pofitzve 10 their Determinations of * 
particular Events : Whereas, I firmlyre- * 
ſolved to guard againſt all occaſions, of : 
being pofitzve at all in ſuch things, or of 


taking Probabilities for Certainties. My 


Work and Deſign which I propoſed, was | 
therefore this only : That having conſi- | 


dered the preſent State of Afﬀairs in theſe 
Nations, not ſo much Politically as Chri- 
ftianly, 
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fianly, and thence inferring what ſeems 
to be moſt rationally to be expe&ed, we 
might be brought to fee and mind the 
Duties which ſeem to be now incumbent. 
upon us, with reſpe& to the continuance of 
| our preſent happy Settlement , the further 
| increaſe of our Mercies, and the averting 
| of thaſe evils which we ſeem to have rea- 
| ſon otherwiſe to fear. And 1n order to 
! my proceeding in this Deſign with the 
| greater ſecurity as well as perſpicuity, I 
! purpoſely reſolv'd to wave the dark Pro- 
| phefies of Scripture, which I toreſlaw would 


| involve me in long; Debates, and to pro- 
| | ceed upon more certain and eaſie Grounds - 


! not, that I think there can be any ſuch 
| ſureand certain Foundation, for making a 
/ judgment of future Events, as that would 
be, if rightly underſtood ; but that it is 
not ſo certain or eaſie to attain to know 
! what is the real Sence and Deſign of the 
” Spimt of God in theſe. But however, 
] furely it is a Work by itlelf , which I 
choos'd tayals by for the preſent ; as lea- 
! ving it $0 the riper Judgments of others, 
5 and my —_ more mature and further 
1 Thovghts, if I fhall afterwards have occa- 
] ſion to bead my Studies that way. 


But 


But to return: The preceding Reaſons, 
Tay, did-ſo far move me, as that I was re- 
ſolved to attempt ſomething of this na- 
ture, at leaſt for my own fatisfation : 


which whilſt I was muſing on, and con- } 
fidering with my ſelf what Portion of Scri- | 
pture | thould lay down as a Foundation to | 
build my ſucceeding Enquiry upon, I know | 


not what ſuggeſtion recall'd to my Memory 
this dark Expreſſion of a dark Prophet. 
But ſure I am, that at my firſt refleting 


upon it, I did but little apprehend tlie | 
Scope and Defign of it, further than that 


from the words Red and Sword, and the 
Scope of the Conte x7, I did plainly ſee that 


the words were Comminatory of forne JFudg- 


ment or other upon the People of the Fews. 
But upon a further ſearch , there feem'd 
ſomewhat deſign'd in the words, which I 
thought might not be unuſeful to preſent 
to the Conſideration of others, and which 
therefore I ſhall proceed to enquire *in- 
to, when I have previouſly conſidered 


the Scope of the Context, and the Conſtru- | 


ion and Meaning of the Words © 
As for the Context, tho' the'preceding 
Chapters, even trom Chap. 6. ſeem to be 


but one continued Prophecy againſt the | 
Fews, for their great Sins ; yet ſince this | 
Chapter | 


The Rod, or. the Sword. 
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Chapter ryns in a new ftrain from the 
former, Iſhall go no further back, than 
to the firſt Verſe ; where we find the 
Prophet gets a new Commiſſion to Pro- 


- | pheſie, which is confirmed again and a- 


©4in, v. 8, and 18, and ſo runs onto v. 2.8, 


| where the Prophet takes occaſion to di- 
” | greſs on a new Subject. It were lon 

| and tedious to ſcan the ſeveral Verſes of 
* | the Chapter, and conſider every Obſer- 
! vation which might be drawn thence. 

! And therefore I ſhall only obſerve thefe 
! Things following in general : (1.) That 
! the Zime of this Prophecy was in the Reign 
| of Zedekiah King of Judah, who is no 
doubt pointed at, v. 25, by the defigna- 
- | tion of the profane Prince of Iſrael, whoſe 
i day u ſaid to be come - for from the very 
| 7 day of Zedekiat's breaking his Oath to the 
" | Xing of Babylon, is Judah's fatal Period 

? reckoned, 2 Xing. 24. 20. Fer. 52.5. 


(2.) Thar the 0hjed of this Prophecy, is 


the Land and People of the Fews ; which is 
| morediſtinQly propoſed as Threefold, v.z. 
7 viz. Jeruſalem, the Metropolis, with the 


» 


Whole Country of Fudea, and the 9 
E 


Places, themſelves alſo, z. e. the Temp 


! and the Synagogues : All theſe were to 
J meet with a ſeverer froke-than they had 


met 


12 
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met with before under Fechoniah. ( 3-)That, 


the Natxre of this Prophecy is Commina- 
tory and Threatning, and that in a moſt 
ſevere manner. For, x. The Calamity 
threatned is a cruekand bloody War, and 
Captivity and Slavery which are to fol- 
low upon it. This 1s ſet forth by the 
deſignation of the Sword, which is the 


great Inſtrument of War. But this Sword' 


is not an ordinary Sword, but a Deſola- 
tion of a ſingular nature : therefore it is 
faid to be the Lord's Sword, v. 3, 5. as be- 
ing the Supreme Over-ruler of the Cala- 
mity ; and yet it is immediately appro» 
priated to the King of Babylon, who was 
to be God's Executioner therein, v. 19. 
And as this Smord is ſaid to be furbiſhed, 
that it may glitter and look terrible, and 
ſharpned, that it may make a ſore ſhugh- 
ter, v. 9, IO, It. So the ſeverity there- 


of is further declared, when we are told, 
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that it would cut off both the righteous and - | 


the wicked, v. 3. andextend itſelf univer- 


ſally «pon all fleſh from South to North, v.q. | 
2. But as a farther CharaFer of the Terri- | 
bleneſsof this Calamity, it is deſcribed with | 
reſpeC& to the Kinds thereof, v. 14. to bea | 
Sword drawn the third time. For the un- || © 
derſtanding this, we are to _—_ y 
taat't © 


; 


\The Rod, or the Sword. 


that two Swords, or deſfolating Wars, had 
already preceded to the Fews, viz. that 


under Jehozakim, 2 King. 24. 1, 2. and 
that under Jehozachin, 2 King. 24. 10. 
So that the Third Sword that was to fol- 
low, was that under Zedekzah, 2 King, z'5. 
1, Sc. Now it- is thredfned, that this 
Sword ſhall be doubled, ' 5e, be twice ſo 


ſevere as the preceding- Calamities, tho' 


poſſibly it may refer to the z»teftine Confu- 
flens which were among the Remnant that 
were left in 'the Land under Gedaliah ; 
which we may ſee, Fer. 41. v. 2, 3, @c, 


'This is the account which we have here 


of this terrible Calamity : at the thoughts 
of which, the Prophet himfelf is called'to 
ſigh and lament, ».- 6. But if. the fore- 
thought of it deſerved Tears, what may 
we think would be-the Frame of People 
when it comes. This the Prophet gives 
us previouſly an account* of, v. 7. Thar 
all hearts ſhall melt, and every hand\be'fee- 
Ble, &c. But more particalarly; "he re- 
preſents to us the concernof the morei/er;- 
ous and godly part of the Jews, in orderto 
know the intent and meaning of this Cala- 


| - mity # who ſeem therefore to be brought 
! - in here in our Text, ſaying or"thinking 
*--with themſelves, What if the iSword con- 
# Tag | temn 
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"The Rod, or the Sword. 


temn the Rod #.. And this.leads me to Cons 
ſider the words themſelves. 

Now the plain Conſtrufion of the words, 
(without giving you the trouble ro hear 
every thing;faid; upon them ' by Commen- 
tators ) 1eems Flearly to point at theſe 
twothingsz::as- the Parts.of the Ferſe : 
The. (1.) Whereof is ſet down by way of | 

\ Reaſon, to what: :God had commanded the | 
Prophet todo, the preceding Perſe, | 
- Winch was to' Lamont and howl, by reaſon | 
. of the threatned Calamzty. - So that if we | 
. Joyn this. Reaſon to the preceding Verſe, | 
urito which it properly . belongs ; the | 
words run clearly thus.: Cry and how! ſor |: 
of man, for 'it; ſhall. be upoy my People, &cc, | 
- ſmite therefore upon thy thigh ; becauſe it is | 
v# trial; 3. e, eminently o, it is a trial | 
awith a, witneſs... Whence we may ob- 
erve, by the way”; That it us very becos | 


nn Wann re tn 


(be 2 Prophet: to.weep and lament, at the | 
. Project of thoſe.Calamities 'which.he foreſges : 
q. 


. fo be coming on the World, even when, it * 
-_ be,. he may be. ſent to publiſh the ſame : | 


inifter of God,: to- be ſent with.jad and * 
| hom Tydings of Judgmeny- upgn- his | 

Cointry ; arid God takes it,well when, he 
is ſuinably affeed this way; The (2: Dar : 


— ey 


oh po Ins: L—= 


_ urely. itn be no pleaſant Me{age,to | 


of the Verſe conſiſts of ; —_— 
with as Anſwer returned thereunto. Who 
;, Wit is that propoſes the Que/tion is. not ex- 
r [preſſed, tho' we ſee. that the Anſwer re- 
. {turned unto it, is from God himſelf. But 
@ [it is a matter of no great moment, by 
- whom the Queſtion 1s propoſed, ſince it 
f Jis plain, that us put up in the Name of 
» the People, ' thoſe. of them eſpecially that 
{were molt fcrioufly concerned this way : 
1 | And it {zems to be inferred here of purs 
. Ipoſe, that in the Anſwer ſomething might 
, | be ſuggeſted, whereby . God's Children 
* might be comforted, - in the midſt of the 
+ {Judgments here threatned. 
, | Iris the Second part of the Verſe only, 
 Iwhieb I am to conſider ; which, as being 
| | the; Ground of my following Enquiry, [ 
, | ſhall more diſtin&ly handle. 
The: Queſtion will appear , when- the 
\ Meaving of the Words is opened up : 
j which 1} ihall therefore conſider with what 
: ks and brevity I can. 


hd. 


fb I. We may obſerve , that the 
: | word {Sword} is not in the Origzzal, but 
j is ſupplied by our Interpreters-ro make up 
the Serce. And fince the Que/tzor is rela- 
iy tive to the Judgment of the Sword, —_ 
; ne 
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ned in the former part of the Chapter, it 

may be appoſitively enough inſerted, ths, 
I judge, it had been more proper notwith- 
ſtanding, to have ſupplied the ſub-under. 
ſtood relation, by the word [Trzal] which 
goes immedi before or by the parti- 
cle [ 7} as relative. toit. And thus the 
Verſe would have run more ſmoothly ; 
Por it is a trial : And what if it [| or, the 
trial) contemn even the Rod F But the mat- 
ter is not worth contending, for : ſince, 
however we underſtand this, it leads us 
equally to the conſideration of War and 
Deſolation, as imported therein. x 


IT. We may conſider alſo the meax- 
ing of the word [ Rod, ] which is vari» 
ouſly taken &aw, being ſometimes ren- | 
dered the 7ribe, and ſometimes the 
Rod. The Septuagint takes it in the Hirſt 
ſence ; but moſt 7nterpreters render it, 
as our Verſion doth : I incline rather to 
this later Opinion, eſpecially if the Obſer- | 
vation of Junius hold ; who ſays, that it | 
ought to be rendred [ Rod] here, becauſe 
the word is Feminine quo in genere ' (lays 
he) vocem tribus apud Hebreos legere non 
meminimus. But if it be taken in'the firſt 


ſence, yet the meaning will not 'differ 


much 
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place, (which Interpreters call Mira * Yer-* $ynyſ. 
ta)were, in my Opinion , better ren- © 2 


w« $ 


""'# 


-F faid juſt now; 'I-incline- rather to 


y'3 yet; 
the 


ſaterpretation given in our Verſion ;-e- 
ſpecially fince in the Tenth Verſe-of this 


ſame Chapter, the word is found allo, 


which - cannot well be otherwiſe under- 


ſtood, than by. the Rod, to make-Sence 
Where, by-the way. , that dark 


dred-thus : It is the Rod of my So 


£06 


contemning every Tree. Where by. the Rod 


of God's Son, we may either underſtand 


the Red wherewith God correQed- hu. Sox 
Tſrael ; or that it was the Rod of Chrift 


the Sax of God , whereby he would pu- 
niſh the: Contemners of his Word. But 


7 to return : However, | we underſtand the 


ward, its plain to me , that Afflictions 
are'cither plainly expreſſed, or tacitly un- 


{ derſtood here. 


Now, III. Let us conſider what we are 
to underſtand by the word [Coxtemn] here. 
It is certainly a' figurative way of ſpeaking, 
importing the greatneſs of the Calamity 
threatned ; which ſhould be ſuch, as to 
make all foregoing Troubles in a manner 
lighted, contemned, or forgotten ; As Cx- 

C ceeding 


P-_, 


ceeding former Tribulations, as far asthe 
Blow of a Sword doth the Laſh of a Rod. 
And thus certainly .it was, as to the Judge || 
ment and Captivity under Zedekiah; } ; 
which did exceed the Troubles under the . 
former Kings, as far as the Sword exceeds 
the Rod, or deſtruftirve Fudgments exceed 
Caſtigations and Paternal Corredtons : So 
that tho' the Expreſſion be ative, yet the | j 
meaning is to be underſtood paſſively : 
Thus, when we read, What if the Sword 
contemn the Rod 2 we are to underſtand 
it, What if the Sword make the Rod con- 
temnued > But though this be here im- 
ported, yet it is certainly ſhort of the 
purport of the Queſtion, as will appear 
from the Azſwer when we come to 1t : 
For the Anſwer being Negative, 1import- 
ing, That the thing enquired. after, ſhall 
ot be : Hence it 1s plain, that the Ex- 
guiry is got barely this, Whether the Fudg- | 
ment threatned would be very dreadful a- 
bove former Judgments ? For if this had | 
been all , the preceding Threatnings. are | 
ſo plain this way, that the Anſwer re- 
turned would certainly have been Affr- 
mative, and not Negative : therefore I 
fay, it is plain, that the Queſtion runs 
upon a quite other ground ; and what 
; elſe | 
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elſe can-this be; bat a ſa/picions and fear» 
ful apprehenfion', lef# the defign. of this 
Fudgment might foſhbly be, totally to era- 
dicate, cut off, and deſtroy the Church and 
Nation of the Fews. It was this which 
G O'D did forelee would natively ariſe 
y in the Thoughts of Serious, Concerned, 
and Pub-lick-ſpirited Men :; and therefore 
it was this fore-ſeen Objetion , which God 
was reſolved to anſwer, to the Comfort 
of his own. 
_ From all which, it will appear, that 
the Sexce of the Queſtzon is this : What if 
this Trial or Sword, defpiſe and contemn 
to: be eſteemed to be only a Rod or Cha» 
ſtiſemenr, but be indeed a YVind:five Fudg> 
ment, deſigned totally to deſtroy this 
| Church and People. As if God's Chik 
| dren ſhoutd ſay : We, fince we have not 
| been reclaimed by more gentle Methods, 
whilſt under the Rod of a diſpleaſed Fa- 
| ther, may ws wot juſily now apprehend," that 
| he has caft by the Rod, and reſolves to 
f take up the Sword, that ſo Fuſtice and Ven- 
geance may have its free courſe, to the ex« 
tirpating ſuch a wicked Generation as we 
are : may not God thus laugh at our Ct 
lamity, and his terrible Fudgments con- 


| temn former Chaſtilements, as poor weak 
C2 Reme- 
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Remedies, This is what I apprehend to 
be the true and native meaning of this 
Que(tion. : 
And even the Septaagint itſelf, though 
it differ from me as to the meaning of the 
word Shebet, yet agrees upon the matter 
| itſelf : for thus that Verſion renders the 
43 Queſtion here, Ke} 71 & #, pain aw" ? 
: Et quid fi etiam tribus repulſa fuerit # 
And whar if the 7ribe be rejefted 2 The 
meaning of which 1 take to be, as much 
as if it were faid : What if the 7ribe of 
Fudah be caſt off alfo, as well as the other 
Tribes of Iſrael 2 for ſurely, I cannot 
imagine, that their meaning ſhould only 
be, What if the Tribe ſhould be defeated, 
and get the worſt of it, and the Enemy 
prevail againſt them ? I fay, this can ne- 
ver be rationally thought ro be deſigned 
here, ſince it were a contradiction to the 
plain Hiſtory of the Siege, and Deſtru-4 
tion of Feruſalem by the Aſſyrians; where 
1n we fee, how tar the 7ribe of Tudab was 
prevaiied over. . Therefore, as this can 
not poſiibly be the thing ſo poſitively-de 
nied in the Ay/wer, ſo neither can it -be 
the meaning ot the Queſtion : and there 
fore the Septzagint Verſion ſeems to un 
derſtand the Queſtion to import, a fea 
is andy 
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t£aſon/ our Interpreters have. ; 


aod. fuſpicion in the Mind 'of the Godly, 
ſt God might intend by this threatned 
Judgment, to make an end of the 7ribe 
of Tudah aud Benjamin, by rejeQting it, in 
the ſame manner as he had done the other 


Zen Tribes. So that we ſee, that whe- 


ther we underſtand by the word Sheber, 
the 7ribe, or the Rod, we mult of nece(- 
ſity underſtand the fum and ſubſtance of 
the Queſtion to be the ſame that I pro- 
poſed but juſt now. 

And ſince we have thus arrived at the 
true Sence of the Queſtion propoſed, we 
need not hefitate long as to the mean» 
ing of the Anſwer, which. is returned 
thereunto : for this is nothing elle, but 
a peremptory and abſolute Negation of the 
thing enquired after ; viz. That, the Judg- 
ment feared, ſhall not be what: many may 


| fear it is. 


Our Trasſlators do ſtrangely. perplex 


| and confound the Text here,, by making 


this a comparative Negation only, by the 
addition of two words. [.zo more } which 
are neicher in..the Origzzal,.nqr\Seprtua- 
gint; the Hebrew being only , . 1 87, 
and the. Septuagint, . «x 5a ; Which Is 
plaialy this, (7: /pall not be.),. Upon ears 
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words, T ſhall not determihe : bur ſurely 
what we have faid, as to the meaning of 
the Queſtion, makes it altogether im- 
poſſible, that this can be the Senceof the 
Anſwer. 

And therefore the whole ſeems to me} 
to run thus ; But now, when mention is 
made of ſo ſevere a Trial, what ſhall wef 
think of it > What if this Judgment ex- 
ceed the Bounds of a Rod or Chaſtiſement >| 
Or what if it deſtroy the 7rzbe totally 2 | 
No, no, ( ſays God ) it ſhall not be fo} 
neither : for however ſevere this Judg- 
ment be, it is only deſigned 4s a Chaſtiſe- 
ment, and-not utterly to deſtroy. Now | 
this doth dilucicly appear, in the Capri» | 
vity under Zedekiah ; which tho” it was | 
fo ſevere a Trial, and fo furbithed a Sword, | 
as mightjuſtly make all to think, that this | 
Sword or Trial did contems the Rod, or | 
was intended to cut offf the 7ribe : yet | 
we ſee notwithſtanding, that it was only | 
deſigned: by ' God as a Corre4ion, which | 
was'not. to make a full end of them, as | 
the Preſervation of the Fews under it, and 
his returning. them again from it, do clear- 

vince, | So that this Query and Av- 
wer corhe-in' here, by a kind of Paren- 
thefis, "ity the midiſt of all this Commina- 
tory 
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tory Sermon, as a Ray of Light, Hope, and 
Comfort to the true Mourners and Weep- 
ers 10 Z70n. | 
And now, I ſuppoſe, by this-rime, we 
have begun to perceive, (as I would hum- 
bly hope) the zative ſence and meaning 
of the words: And therefore we may 
adventure to proceed, to propole Two Ob- 


| ſervations, that I think naturally reſult 


from the Text thus underſtood; rhe Firf# 
from the Queſt:on propoſed ; and the other 


' from the A»ſwer returned thereunto ; not 


ro mention other things that might be 
drawn from the Context and Conmettion of 
the Words, to avoid prolixity. - The 7wo 
main and principal OZſervations or Do- 
Arines then, are as follow in their order ; 
tho' the Fir, which immediately fol- 
Jows, is that which I deſign chiefly to in- 
ſiſt upon. | 


OBSERVATION L. 
That when G O DP threatens bzs 


Church and People with the 


Sword. of an Enemy, after the 


Rods, with which he had formerly 


chaftned them, it may juſtly put the 
Thoughts of all ſerious Chriſtians 
to this ſad and concerning Dilem- 
ma, Whether GO D may not be 
about to change his Chaftiſements 
into deſtructive Judgments, to 
conſume and deſtroy them © 


Suppoſe it were. needleſs to attempt 
any Proof of this Propoſition, ſince we 
may eaſily ſee upon the firſt view of the 
words, that whenever any People become 
thus ſtated and circumſtantiated, as the 
Fews then were, they will have the ſame 
Thoughts and Concern as they appear to 
have had from this Queſtion : for let us 
. but 


but ſuppoſe our Souls in their Souls ſtead, 
and 'we will ſee this Inference to flow 
very natively hence. Were we, with 
hem, ſubdued by PForreigzers, the half 
of our Nation captivated and baniſhed, 
and the reſt made Slaves and 7Tributaries ; 
bknd let us fee withal, Deformatzon inſtead 
of Reformation amongſt the Remnant ; to- 
pether with a proud obſtinate perſiſting 
na our uareformed ſtate, contrary to all 
ngagements, and without any rational 
Yroſpect of purchaſing any thing thereby, 
but Ruin : Ifay, let us but ſuppoſe this 
o be our Caſe, and can we think any 
pther thing than what is here inſinuated, 
hat ſurely God were about to turn his 
Rods into+ Scorpions, his Fatherly Corre- 
tions, into the Delolating Stroaks of an 
nemy. 'So'that: we fee, it 15 not with- 
but reaſon, that the more ſerious and 
hinking Fews, cry out in the Qzery of the 
Cext,. What if the Sword contemn even the 
EI TRHE | 

- Snrely then, ſuch Circumſtances: as 
heſe, would move us to apply to our 
elves more particularly, what in the ge- 
ieral we have obſerved from the words, 
ind therefore, ſince our Circumſtances 


t this time bear no ſmall Analogy 
to 


" 0 . F SD DD. WD 


to the ſtate of the Fews at that time, may 
wenat bring the Propoſition a Theft ad H) 
potheſin, to ſpeak more home to our iclves 
th | 


us : 


That fince God in his Providence dot! 
mow threaten his Church and People it 


theſe Nations ( as- well as ellewhere) wztl 
the Sword of an Enemy, after the Rod; 
with which he formerly correfted.them ; i 
may juſtly put our Thoughts to this ſad ani 
concerning Dilemma, Whether God may ni 
be about to change his Chaſtilements int 
deſtruQive Judgments, 7o conſume and d 


ftroy us £ 


In the proſecution of this Propofitze 
(wherein all the Chriſtzan World in gene 
ral, and theſe Nations in particular, are 
nearly concerned ) I ſhall confige my {lt 
to theſe, Three Things, the LaF? whereot, 
as the Coxclufion, interr'd from the 7ws 
former as the Premiſes, will neceſlarily ref 
quire the largeſt Elacidation. The Points 
are theſe : 
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I. That we have been lately under the 
Rod, i, e. under God's Fatherly Cha- 
ſtiſements. x 


of ' II. That we are now threatned with the 
#: - word, i. e. with ſeverer Judgments 
I than we have yet ſeen. 


, IT. Ft the Church is upon this ac- 
count reduced to this ſad Dilernma ; 
What if the Sword contemn the 
1 Rod ? 1.e. What if ſucceeding Trou- 
 Bles and Judgments be ſuch, as ſhall 
make the former in a manner for- 

gotten £ 


The #:ri7 of thele is, That we have been 
lately under the Rod. 

I ſuppoſe it needleſs to inſiſt on this, 
by recounting the A4fi;4:ons we have of 
late times been under ; the Memories of 
| moſt Men being more retentive of Cala- 
mities, Sorrows, and Troubles, than of 
Mercies, Deliverances and Comforts. The 
late Civil, 'or rather Vncrvil Wars, with 
the Devaſtations and Miſeries thence en- 
ſaing ; the ſevere Enadting, and more ſe- 
vere Executing of Penal Laws on Diſſent- 

ing 
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ing Proteſtants ; the Excommunications, 
and1nquilition-like Proceedings of Eccle- 
fiaſftical Courts, with many other things 
a-kin to theſe : ſuch things, I ſay, leave 
impreſſions on Mens Spirits, that are not 
eaſily worn off. And it 15, I fear, the roo 


common fin of ſome on the one fide, to 


think upon their being Actors formerly 
in ſach things with no little pleaſure :; as, 
I fear allo, that ſome reflect *on their 
former Sufferings with too great rancour 
and grudge of Spirit, againſt thoſe who 
were either the Authors or Inflruments 
of their being ſo uſed. And as we rc- 
member, 1 fear, too- much, what we 
have ſuffered one from another ; fo, I 
ſuppoſe, the Deſigns and Endeavours of 
our common Enemies are not wholly out 
of mind. 

What! can we have forgotten the Po- 
pifſh: Plots fo git renewed, and fo oft dif 
covered ;. or the Arbitrary Deſigns of ſome 


_ 


to enſlave us,- with the progreſs they} 


made therein, 1a corrupting the Eleftions 
for Parhament, and the procuring, the de- 
livering upof the Charters of Corporations; 
together with. the 2/egal 7ryals;. and bloo- 
dy Executions and: Murders of many, and 
ſome of them the Patriots and Champions 
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of their Religion and. Country. And, I 
ſuppoſe alſo, the Judgments and Afſlidtions 
5 which bore the more immediate Signg- 

tare of Divine Providence, cannot be ob- 
literated out of Mens Minds ; ſuch as the 
Burning of London, (whatever Hand ſome 


bo Men had. therein) and the Sword of God, 
ly the Peſtzlence, once and again renewed ; 


with other things of that nature, TI fay, 
we cannot have loſt the Idea's and Re- 
membrance of thoſe ſeveral ſorts of Reds, 
wherewith God was pleaſed ſucceſi:vely 
to correct us in theſe Nations for our Ini- 


ts 0 
c wties, | 
_- But that which I would have configer- 


! ed with reſpeCt to all thoſe, is, that not- 
Fd withſtanding the ſeeming feverity of 
them, they are yet to be refleQed upon 


k only as Fatherly CorreGions, which Ged 
| was pleaſed to inſli&t upon vs, in order 
| to reclaim us from the evil of our ways, 
| and therefore may be obſerved to be tem- 
e , ; 

| pered with Mercy and Favour for us : 
4 which will- appear , whether we con- 
"| fider our former Afiictions in them- 


ſelves, or comparatively with thoſe of 0- 
thers. 
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If we conſider'our Aﬀti#ions abſolutely 't 
and in themſelves, we may find a great 
deal of Mercy at the bottom of the moſt 
bitter Cups we have yet been' made to 
drink of : For have not our Troubles been 
remarkably moderated, {o as neither to 
come to the height which Enemies deg 
ſigned, or which we feared > Have we” 
not experienced God's kindaeſs to us, e- 
ven when we ſeemed to be pglunged'in 
the Depths of Sorrow,4nd*tle Confines of 
Diſpair £ How wonderfully did God then 
ſupport his People, and ſweeten to them 
their moſt bitter Cups 2 Yea, and of what 
ſhort continuance have their moſt dark 
Nights been 2 How hath God made the 
dark Clouds pals over us > Thus was God 
pleaſed ro change his Diſpenſations, fo as 
to ſhew his Fatherly Diſpleaſure , and his 
Bowels of Compaſſion alternately : Calms 
did follow our Storms ; and tho' Sorrow 
oft continued for a Night, yet Foy {till 
ſucceeded in the Morning. - 

But further, it will appear how favou- 
rably God has dealt with us all along, 
in the midſt of the ſharpeſt Rods we have 
been under, if we compare our Afﬀtitions, 
with what others have been expoſed to : 
For have we been expoſed to any thing, 

like | 


: erfeoprions.of the Primitive 
Chriſtians 2. There have been buc” few 
tin compariſon of the:many who have 
tg been ſpared) wha have been calicd'to 
refi# wnto' Blood, We have not been 
burned alive , or ſawn afunder, or dif 
membred piece-meal, or murdered, or 
naſlacred in our Houſes or Beds. We 
have not met with ſuch ſevere Treat- 
n {| meat as the poor Waldenſes and Piccard 
of Not old. befhas not again, in our 
n | Days, ſmoaked as of old, with the Fag- 
n [gets of Martyrs, nor the Mariax Perſecu- 
t | t08 been re-afted ; neither have we fal- 
4 Nicn under ſuch Strokes as the Pariftan and. 
e NL Iriſh Maſſacrees. Nay, 1s 16 not an un- 
d 
$ 
$ 
5 
D 
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expreſſible Mercy to us, that our Country 
has not been nyade the Field of Adion, 
to defolating Armies, as Hungary, Flaw- 
ders, the Palatinate and Savoy have been. 
We have not been made the Theater of 
Deſolation, or the Stage of Blood and 
Rapige., We have not been murder'dand 
ruin'd, baniſh'd' and diſpers'd, like the 
| || poor Piemontois of late, Neither have 
, | we been forced to ſubmit our Keaſovs and 
Conſciences, to the unanſwerable Arguments 
. || of Booted Apoſtles, and Catholick French 
Dragoons ; nor expoſed to the intolerable 
| Slavery 


Slavery of the MoiF.C 


flat Church aud Interef# in general ; ſo 
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hriſtian Mediterras'l| 
nean Galleys, &c. Andiurely, if, beſides 
all this, we compare: what , we have. met | 
with, and been under, /with our. fins and. 
their aggravations, ('which have not been 
lefs, but it may be more than of other | 
Nations ) we mult needs be enforced tay 
own, That God hath dealt with us far more 
mildly and mercifully than our Iniquitzes 
have deſerved. © Y 

And as by all thea--thifig? it doth 
plainly appear, that we have been hi- 
therto only under the Chaſt;/ements of a 
Father : So this is more fully and conſpi- 
cuouſly manifeſted to all the World in the 
late. Wonderful Revolution of Affairs : for 
in this, as God's: Mercy hath eminently 
ſhewed itſelf for the good of the Prote- 


more particularly, for the ſafety and eſta- 
bliſhment of theſe Nations. 

For what elſe was the Language of the 
late happy Deliverance, but what God of 
old expreſſed to the 1ſraelites, when he 
faid, ZZow ſhall T give thee up, Epbraim 2| 
Flow ſhall I deliver thee up, O Iſrael 2 | ( 
How ſhall I make thee as Admah > &c. 
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7 Thus, 
&' ſpeak to usof late : How. ſhall '7 five thee 
ct 8 vp, Omy Chupch ? How ſhall T deliger thee 
dl 2» Fudgment and" Ruine © How ſhall I 
M's make thee as France or Hungary , &c.- 
my Bowels and. Heart are turned yet once 
\ a74iz towards you : Therefore 1 will not at 
this time execute the fierceneſs of mine an» 
ger, 1 will not deſtroy Britain ; for 7 am 
G O.D ayg not Man, and therefore I 
© will find out "way of Deliverance for you, 
= ec. | 

2} But ſuffer me yet to be more particu- 
PF lar in the applying to our ſelves ſome Scrz- 
he ptures, that ſeem remarkably to guadrate 
Or} with the State of theſe Three Nations, at 
ly | the time of this Deliverance. 


10} And Fir#, did rio God ſpeak of Eng- ; 
4-1 land then, after this manner :* 7 bid me, 16 $5.19, "A 
and was wroth, and he went on frowardly in 8. 6 
he | the way of his Heart ; T have ſeen his ways 
off ,»d will heal them. A wonderful ching, 
he [that when God could bring no Arguments 
 £\| fron us, he ſhould bring rherh trom the 
 £ Greatneſs of his own Mercy. 'Burt yet 
| notwithſtanding this ſurprizal of Mercy, 


many among us make a quite contrary 
_ D ule 
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uſe of, it, by tlicir reſtleſs Endeavours to | 
make themſelves and others muſcrable a- 
3 gain ; and therefore that which follows, 
91d. v.20 104 fitly be applied to*them : But the 
| ' wicked are like the troubled ſea, when it 
cannot ref, whoſe waters caft up mire and 
dirt. But as they love not Peace, ſo 
God has ſaid, Zhat there is no peace to the 
wicked. 


In the ext place =<SHInds Caſe at 
that time, ſeemed much like that which 
1 we have mentioned of Zſrae!/, with re- 
b. ſpet to the Captivity : Therefore (ſaith 
& Hol. 2. 14. x , 
F. God) behold I will allure her, and bring 
: her into the wilderneſs, and ſpeak comfartas | tc 

_ bly to her. For it was with their greateſt |, 
Aftlictions there, that God did make] q 
their greateſt Salvation and Conſolation | 
to coincide. When God ſurprized them|fp 
with terrible things whach they lookt not f 
for, he made the | <6; even then, tolh, 
flow down at his preſence, and turned again 
t |; their captivity, as ſtreams in the South. 
| Jer.31 20. Even, fince the time that he ſpoke again#t 
4 them, he did earneltly remember them ſtill :|;1, 
and made the time of their greateſt exrre-| 
"ity is o7pportunanty, 


— 


Ver. 21. 
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And 


And then Lat, the Diſpenſations of 
God towards Treland, feem to\quadrate 
very remarkably, with'that word, where- 
# | with the Lord did of old both threaten 
and comfort AFgypr, in the fame breath, n 
df when he fays, 7 - he would ſmite Egype, Iſa, 19.22; I 
e | that he would ſmite it and heal it, &c. . 
The ſevere and bloody Strokes of poor 
Ireland, been 1a order to its Cure. 
t | And therefore we may ſee how far God's 
h | ways are above our ways, and his thoughts 
= | above our thoughts. 
So that in all theſe reſpe&ts, God has 
gs | manifeſted both his Power and Mercy 
7- | towards theſe Nations, in the Late Deli- 
it | 2erance. So that we may nor unfitly 
<< lapply to our ſelves, in this reſpe&t, what 
N | was ſaid of the 7ſrae/ztes, under a like Di» 
Mm |ſpenſation : —= According to this time it 
or | ſhall be ſaid of Jocos and of Iſrael, What 
{9 hath God wrought / 
?n| But to proceed, 


if The Second Point is : That we are now 
t:| chreatned with the Sword. 
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This is, I ſuppoſe, what is ſelf-evident ; 
for-the proof whereof-nothing is required 
further, than to take notice of Publick | 
Occarrences, which every Poſt furniſheth 
us with. And that this did ſupervene 
upon the Rods, which we were lately; un- 
der, I ſuppoſe none. can doubt of, who'||/ 
reflets ſo far back, as unto the Tarn of 


Afairs 1n,our late glorious Bl erance : 
For as God deliver n ffom rhe 


Evils we groaned under, and from the 
Apprehenfions of worſe things intended : 
ſo it was by the unſheathing of the Sword, 
that it was affected, tho' God in Mercy 
made the Sight rather than the Blow 
thereof, ſave us. But who knows not, 
on che Blow hath been fince that time 
cle. | 

And ſurely, the Sword is fo far from 
being put up, that we ſee our ſelves daily 
threatned with it from abroad ; there be- 
ing, at the fame time, but too many ull- 
afteted Men 1n the midſt of us, who are 
ready to ſacrifice their Re/igzon and Conn- 
zry, to their own Bigottry, Malice, and 
peeviſh Humors. Pos: ©. 


That 


That therefore, which Foul, only 
propoſe here to the ſerious Refle&ions of 
all, is to conſider, What, and how terrible 
the Sword is, with which we are now 
threatned ; that we may hence ſee, how 
| miſerable a People we ſhould become, if 
"1, ever (which God forbid ), we ſhould be 
* ſo unhappy as to fall under ſuch a Judg- 
fi ment. And tho' all confiderin Men, [1 


— —_— 


* | ſuppoſe Full, cnough fatiffied in this 
© | matter: yet, ſince ſome ſeem to be alto- 
- gether indifferent and regardleſs in the 
1 Caſe, and others fend of Ruine and Mi- 
y ſery, I ſhall therefore earneſtly defire, 


that we may ſeriouſly conſider, what i 
thoſe things are, that we muſt neceſſarily 7 
b, expe, if God ſhould be provok'd to give 
© | us up into our Enemies hands. 

For ſurely, if God ſhould permit this, 


T we muſt expect that our Panz/hmenut muſt 
7 | bear ſome proportion to our many and 
1. | great Sins and Provocations. ; fince here- 
"F by it would be apparent,that we have very 
'© | highly-provoked God, to inflict ypon us, 
3 what he ſeemed by his former Diſpenſati- y 
| deſirous to deliver. us-from : For - at Jer. 18, 9 


©*3 


het time God ſpeaks CONCErMINg a Nation, *© 
to build and to plant.it ; if it do evil in 


" D 3 his 
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his fight, that it obey not his woice, they 
will be repent of the good wherewith he ſaid 
he would benefit them. 

But if this Confideration be apt to be 
ſlighted by ſenſual and carnal Men, I de- 
fire they may but conſider the Geaius and 
Complexion of our Enemies : For as they 
are the Enemies of our Religion, Which 


they are obliged by their Principles, Ys 
& modis, every cataabiFrro root || | 
out and extirpare, under the Notion of 
the peſtilent Northers Herefie : So are 
they not ſworn Exemzes to our Country 
aud Perſons, whoſe old Grudges againft us, 
are now neightned more and more, by 
late Provocations, 
And furely, we cannot but look upon 
; them as a mercileſs and cruel Enemy, who 
4 are ſufficiently known of late, by their 
7 Barbarities and Devaſtations, where-ever 
they get footing. To whom I miay not 
unfitly apply, ( what was ſaid of another 
fort of Enemies of old) 4 fire devoureth 
- before them, and behind them a flame burn- 
3 eth : the land is as the garden of Eden be- | 
+: fore them, and behind them a deſolate*wil- 
' derneſs : yea, and nothing ſhall eſcape 
them, &c, And tho' they may now cun- 
= ningly 
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ningly play the Angler. in fiſhing ſome 
with the enticing Baz# of ſmooth Projniſes, 
and others with a Go/dew' Hook : yet 1 
hope wiſe Men will remember the old 
Saying, Timeo Danaos.& dona ferentes ; 
as remembring that Fiſtula dulce canit 
wvolucrem dum decipit anceps. 

For we muſt be fo far juſt to them, as 
to add this alſo to their Chara&er, that 
they ay ful Exemy, both' for Po- 
licy, Number, Experience, and Boldneſs - 


And therefore our lighting of them fo 


much, and ſpeaking of them uſually 
with fo much contempt, I look upon as 
none of the beſt Signs of our Succeſs. 
For, tho' every Man ought to rejoyce to 
ſee any ſign of true Courage in the Na- 
tion, yet 1t 15 neither a wiſe not honou- 
rable part, to deſpiſe an Enemy, eſpe- 
cially one fo conſiderable as the French 
now are. 

And fince the caſe is thus with us, let 
us cofffider impartially what we have to 
expect, if ſuch a terrible Sword as this 
ſhould ever get a Commiſſion to be our 
Puniſhment, For we may eaſily then 
imagine, that no PFazth would be kept 
with fuch Hereticks, as they reckon us 
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tobe.” Yeu, _ this *forreign, Sword would 
uickly bes followed with znteſtine Divi- 

þ ,' Tumults and Confuſions among 
our ſelves. And how dreadful the Efieds 
and Conſequents of ſuch things muſt be, 
we may eaſily imagine. We thould then 
ſce our Cities and Towns. 1n Flames, all 
Bonds, Civil or Religious, broken, and 


Liberty and Property wholly at an end. 


No reſpect thea ſhewn KS pil in the 
Cradle,or the gray HaiffOrthe Aged. We 
might then ſee our Matrons abuſed,and our 


Virgins defloured. For Strangers and For- 
reigners would then poſſeſs our Houſes, 
enjoy our E/tates, feaſt on the Fatneſs of 
our Zab/es, and look big in our Apparel ; 
whilſt we our ſelves are glad to enjoy. a 
few Morſels, and eſteem 1t a favour to be 
permitted to /zve. Nothing then heard 
in Cty or Country, but Lamentation, Mi- 
 ſery and Woe. No Security from Murders 
and ' Aſſaſſnations, nor any Peace to him 
that goes out or comes in. And it-it'fare 
thus with our outward Man, what becomes 
of the:znward > Why, it- is in Bondage, 
Darkneſs, and Fetters. Nothing then 
heard, but an univerſal. Cry, Great? 7s 
Diana, and the Image, which the Fog 

as 
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any Nicodemus,..then G Weomes to Chriſt 
by Night, and owns him. by ſtealth, for 
fear of the Fews. Butt with Danze any 
be ſo bold, as to open. his Windows to- 
wards the Temple of ' Jeruſalem, he muſt 
expect to be caſt unto the enraged Lyons, 
and a fiery Furnace muſt then be expe&ed 
to be the A ſuch as operny; rene to 
worſhip, the, abomination that maketh deſo- 
late, KO up. Ah miſerable 

England ! ah deſolate Scotland, ah wretched 
relaxd ! ſhould ſuch things happen. And 
yet ſuch things muſt needs be expected, 
ſhould the Enemy prevail over us. Which 
ſince it is thus, by what Name can we 
call that more than irrational , and worſe 
than wicked Temper of many, who ſeem 
fond of ſuch a Scexe of Affairs ; not ge- 
membring , that even they themſelves 
mult ſuffer as well as others, if ever ſuch 
things ſhould happen*: for even thoſe who 
love ſuch Treaſon, and ſubſerve themſelves 
of it, will notwithſtanding hate the Trair 
tors for it. - But I ſhall forbear to fay any 
more on this ZZead, when I have once de- 
fired, that Men would ſeriouſly confider 
theſe things mentioned, 
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Zer-which the Chaldeaxs get in Scripture, 
( wherewith T think that of the French 
Nativn, a Popiſh, doth in many things 
very aptly quadrate ) whom the Prophet 
Habakkuk doth deferibe, as follows : 
” Habak. 1. ——T will work a work in your days, 
*5 5, 7 8, which you will not believe, thy” it be told 
43 F you. For lo, 1 raiſe up the C haldeans, 
| that Bitter and haſty Nationep=;bo ſhall 
march through the breadth of the land, to 
poſſeſs the dwelling-places that are not 
theirs. They are terrible and dreadful, 
— their horſes ſhall be ſwifter than 
the. lebpards, they fhall come all for 
violence, &c. Avertat Bonus Deus quod 
verentur quidam preſagzum ; mutato ſcili- 
cet nomine fabulam narrari. Utcunque, 
capiat ad frutum, qui'capere potelt. 
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The Third Point is, That the.Church 
(=#pon the fore-mentioned account) is redu- 
ced to this ſad Dilemma , What if the | 
Sword contemn the Rod 2 i.e What if 
—_— Troubles and. Judgments be 
ſuch, as ſhall make the former in a man- 
ner forgotten 2? = 
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In ſpeaking to this weighty,” bur oritical 
Point, 1 ptopoſe to my ſelf an impartf1 
Enquiry into, or Confideration” of theſe 
Three Heads following, viz. 


1ſt, Whence it is, that we are reduced to 
ſuch a condition, as to bY mich in the dark, 
whether the Sword may conternn the Rod; 
or what is the Canſe or Original of this our 


preſent Diltworr-, 


2dly, What are the Grounds of a ratio- 
ual Enquiry into what is like to be; of 
from what Topicks may we adventare t0 
conſider our preſent ſtate, and the tenilercy 
of things among us. 


3dly, What is the Eſtimate that we may 
adventure to make, from theſe Grounds," of 
our preſent ſtate ; and what Proguoſticatibx 
may we thente humbly infer, as to our fi 
ture Condition. . 


The Firſt of theſe is : What is the Cauſe 
or - Original of our preſent Dilennia, or 
whence it is, that we are reduced to fuch a 
Condition, as to be much in the dark, whedber 


I 


the Sword may contemn the Rod & 
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T have already manifeſted 'what our 
preſent Dilemma "is, 'by ſhewing that as 
we have been formerly under the. Rod, 
ſo we are now threatned with the Sward. 
But in the proſecution of this Propo/itzon 
here, I would have it confidered, ( leſt 1 
appear- to any Hun agere') that I am 
upon a new Enquiry, viz. Into the Cauſe 
or Original of this Dilemma that we are 


#nder : The nc ref will 
more fully open to us the thing that 


mg 


we are now in queſt of, and which we 


iotend to conſider further, in the proſe- 
cution oi the other remaining Propo- 
fitions. 


And here certainly the, Original and 


Cauſe of our preſent Dilemma can be no- 
thing elſe, but the darkneſs'that is, or 
appears to us to be, upon our preſent 
National and Church-ſtate, with reſpe& to 
God's Judgments, cither really impend- 
ing over us, or.appearing fo to'do. . For 
here the Minds of Good Men differ vaſtly ; 
fome being afraid of a final rejedion of us, 
and that God's Threatnings againi# us are 
abſolute and decretory : whillt others, -:tho* 
they fear the Judgments impending, will be 
very ſevere, if inflifted, do yet apprehend 
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aud hipe, + "a ſhall zot = ach as to 
make a full end of us, and that the Threat- 
nings themſelves are only conditional, and 
not abſolute. 

But in order to our more diſtin CO- 
gnoſcing of our preſent ſtate, as to this 
matter, we mult neceflarily remiſe ſome 
things, with reſpe& to God's Fuggments 
againls finful Churches and = in gc- 
neral. 


And? 2s JOUR? we may take notice 


(1.) Of a great variation in the things 


which are threatned by God againſt ſuch 


a People. For, 1. Sometimes he threatens 
totally to deſert a Nation or Church , by 


_ removing the Goſpel wholly from them ; 


as we fee plainly in the inſtance of the 
Church of the \Jews this day, whoſe bowl 
dle-ſtick hath now for many Ages be 
removed out'of its place. 

But, 2. At other times God only threat- 
ens to c 7 off a People for ſome ſet and hj- 
mited time, viz. ſor one or more Genera- 
tions, ( yet reſerving a Remnant for him- 
ſelf ;) thus he did with the Charch- of the 
Fews in the Wilderneſs, he caſt off one 
Generation, and yet eſtabliſhed his Cove- 
nant with another. . 
Anc 
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And thus alfo he did with the Jewiſh 
Church, in the time of the Capiivity, 
whom he caſt off as to their National 
Church-ſtate for Seventy Years. Pe 

And (2.) As there is a great difference |! 
in the things threatned againſt ſuch a 
People, ſo is there a great difference 7n 
the manner or way of God's Threatnings 
agains? ſinful Churches and Nations. For, 


I. Sometimes God's Threatuinggaare Abſo- 
lute and Decretory ; a erefire Can- 
not be dwverted or avoided, and may 
then be rather look'd upon as open Decla- 
rations of God's Purpoſe and Decree, than 
bare Threatnings. And theſe alſo are 
two-fold, viz. Either, 1. So abſolute and 
decretory, as to be accompanied with Fudi- 
o Inducation, or Infatuation ; 1o as the g 
eople who-are the Obje&s thereof, are 
rendred thus incapable of Reformation |? 
and Repentance, having firſt provoked 
God by their obſtinate Wickedneſs fo to 
do. Thus it was with the old world, |© 
whom God repented to have made ; and 
3 faid, ( 2. e. firmly determined ) he would | 
[Luke 19. deſtroy. And thus it was with #he Fews 7 
(41:42:43 and after the Days of our Saviour, over 
4 whom therefore Chriſt laments, becauſe 
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[Gen.s. 5,6. 
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owtheir Das: | Grace, the 
T ings that did belong:totherf Peace Or, 
2. Such Threatoings are ouly abſolute in 
part, ſo as till to admit of Repentance 
ff Reformation, thorough the interver- 
tion of which, tho' Judgments cannot be 
wholly averted, yet they may be 1mitz- 
gated and delayed and {anAified, and after 
God's ſet time removed. Thus it was 
wo the Jews, as to the threatned Capti- 
- Which could not be totally 


| hs. oy? yer we {ce many mitigations at- 


tending it. # For it was delayed all the 
Days of Joftah, upon his Reformation. 


It was not eval; for God reſerved a Rem: ia. 53. s. 


nant. Neither was it final, as we fee 1 
the Return of the People again from it. 
And we find alſo, that this ſharp Rod or 
Sword rather, was ſanitified to this Peo- 
ple, in purging them more from 7dola- 
try ever after, than they had teen before. 
So that tho' this Judgment could nct te 
totally averted, yet upon Repentance 
and Reformation, it was variouſly miti- 
gated and ſweetned. Bur, 

2. At other times, God's Threatnings are 
uot abſolute, but conditional ouly : 1o that 
tho' ſuch Rods be juſtly deterved, yet 
thorovg!': the intervention of Repentance 
an 
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and Reformation, they 'may be wholly 
averted and kept-of: - Such- Threatnings 
are ordinary in Scripture ; and various 
Inſtances we have allo of Deliverance 
from the Execution of them, thorough 
Y the intervention of Repentance. Amongſt 
= 3 + theſe, the inſtance of Nzzeveh is famous ; 
' and fo much the more, that it was an 
Heatheniſh People. And here we may 


obſerve, that ſuch Threatnings gre nothing $04 
elſe, but an Account SPI Declaration 

of God's ordinary Courſe, Rule, and Way- 

of Fuſtice, as he # the Sovereign Rettor 
and Judge of the World, by which he warns |” 
Men of Fudgments to be inflitted, in caſe 
E.. they repent and reform not. And hence it 
Ni is, that 4braham in - his Plea for Sodom, (wt 
. uſeth this Argument : What, ſays he, pe 
E Gen-18-25 wilt thou Heftroy the righteous with the 

4 wicked 2 Shall not the Fudge of all the 
F- earth do right ? And if God's Threatnings 
1 be thus to be underſtood, with reipect to 
the World in general, then far more with 
rejerence to his own Churches. 

Tacte things being premiſed, the great þn 
Enquiry now will be, how we are to 
jucge of our- own State here : For 1t ts 
che cifnculty of applying theſe to our 
preſent ftatz, that occafioneth our preſent 

darkncts, 
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darknels,” as to that proſpet we would 
otherwiſe have of things of this nature. 
I confeſs the Task is difficult ; yer I 
ſhall adventure to ſet down my thoughts 
of this matter, in the following Propo- 
fitions. 


= 0-3..:4 


Or preſent Nilemma flows not hence, That 
God Teems fo thfeaten us with total 
Rejectios. | 


THis is, what I hope I am not with- 

out ſome weighty Reaſons for ; 
© I know there are ſome good Men, 
hoſe Fears carry them to the contrary 


perlwaſion. The Grounds of this my 


ope, are as follow, which I Teave to' 
he impartial Conſideration of all ; tho 
n 2 matter of this nature, we .are not 
o expe Demonſtration, the Subje&t 
ot admitting it. But, I ſay, the fol- 
owing Conſiderations will at leaſt beget 
n us good hopes this way. 


x. Let it be conſidered then, That 
hatever Evil be in our preſent State, 
| E yet 
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ve eſpouſed a good Cauſe. The Cauſe 
of God, and the Credit of the Goſpel, 
is that which we now contend for : 
And therefore have we not reaſon to 
hope for a good Event at laſt, tho we 
may meet with Troubles in the mean 
time for our Sins. a 
2. And as we are contending for Truth, 
fo we are ſure our EnemiaerZrc Gghting 
againſt it,and ſo may juſtly be lookt upon 
as fighting againſt God. And therefore 
however God may deal withusfora time, 
in making them a Scourge to us, yet in 
the clole we may expect, he will burn | 
the Rod, when he has ſubſerved himſelf 
of it. And in this poſlibly, the War 
between Benjamin, and the other Tribes, 
may be 'no unſuitable Emblem of our 
Condition. For therein we find the 
Judg: 20. Benjamites twice victorious over the 
18,21,23, /ſrge/ztes, even tho the other Tribes 
?:2535- conſulted God in every ſtep of the War, 
and went out to Battle according to his 
expreſs Order. But at laſt the Scene 
was inverted, to the almoſt utter ex- 
firpation of that ſinfully obſtinate Tribe. 
Thas it may beGod may be now about to 
do 
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| do with us, in' this preſent War : He I 
may punifh &s , and our Confederates 
by the French, and make them for ſome 
time Victorious, to our Grief, Vexa- 

* tion and Afﬀidtion. And: yet I am 
hopeful, that when he has performed 
, his whole Work upon Mount Z7oz, he 
will bring down the Glory of that 
proud King, and lay it im the Duſt, to 
the eclapfing*ot” thus fiery ſcorching Sar 
of the Popiſh World ; fo that his Motto, 
Nec pluribus impar, may come to be, 
Etiam fingulis impar. ; 

3- And ſurely, the great things that 

. God has done for us in theſe Nations of 
late, may cherifh in us good hope, that 
God does not threaten us with any ſuch 
thing as a total Rejeftion. He may 1n- 
deed ſuffer thzs Generation, (whom he 

| bath ſo lately, as it were, brought out 
of Egypt ) to fall in the 'Wildernels, 
becaule of our fin and ingratitude, with- 
out cauſing us to fee that deſirable 

State of Afﬀeairs, which otherwiſe might 
have been our Mercy. But to think, 
that he has done all this, agd yet in- 
tends to leave both us and our Poſterity 

. 8s a Prey to the Amalekites, who can 
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imagine. Might we not then plead 
with Moſes, in the like cale : Lord, if 


thou do ſo, the Nations will ſay, That © 


thou didft ſuffer this people to be a prey 
to -their enemies, becauſe thou wal uot 
able to ſave them; and what wilt thou 


do then for thy great Name > Theretore | 


I choole in this caſe, to conclude againſt 
ſuch a fear as this, with the Wife of 
Manoah, If _ the Lorg,had. dgffyneg utter- 
ly to rejeft us, he would not have accepted 
us ſo far as he has done, neither would he 
have fhewn us ſuch wonders as he has of 
late wrought for us. | 


Objet. But what | Security have we 
againſt a total Rejeftion, more than the 
Seven famous Afiatick Churches of old 


bad, to whom John dedicates eſpecially 
his Revelation. 


 Anſw. 1. I confeſs, God's Dealings 
towards thoſe old Churches, as well as 
many others, have been very awful and 
tremendous. Yet I take it as a wwlgar 
Error only, (tho' ſo commonly aſſerted, 
even by great Divines) that a// the Se- 
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ven Aftatick Churches are entirely caſt | 
> off; 


(| 
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| off; altho'1 
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readily grant, that ſome of 
theſe Churches are- indeed | totally, for 
the preſent, caſt -off;;;and all of them 
miſerably ignorant and:corrupted. But 
to Unchurch all -places over-run with 
Error and Superſtition, (as all the Gre- 
cian Churches. now. are ) or to think, 


y that when God has fo remarkably kepr 


up the Profeſſion. of Religion, in ſome 
of thoſe places, there is, notwithſtand» 
ing, no Seed of Grace, or Spark of Pie- 
ty remaining in the Hearts and. Lives of 
ſuch poor and weak Chriſtians, is a 
ſtretch too great for Chriſtian Charity 
to ſwallow or admit of. And yet, if 
this were granted, (which I think none 
can) that rhere is not the leaſt Grain of 
ſerious: and true Piety among them ; 
we muſt ſtill hopefully conclude, that 
God ſeems to intend the. revival of the 
Goſpel again, in:thoſe parts, in due 
time,. where he has ſo. wonderfully con- 
tinued the Chriſtian Profeſſion, - But 
now, . for proof of this, that Chriftiagi- 
ty is not wholly extinguiſhed in all... 
thoſe Afatick Churches, I refer the preſen: 
Reader to Sir Paul Ricaut's Account. of S:«te of 


p the Greek 
them * which I had further confirmed Cckes, | 
S; | E 3 to chap. . 


to me by a 
his Felow-Travefer into thoſe parts : 
by which Account we are given to un- 
derſtand, that as Epheſus, Sardis, and 
Laodicea, are totally deſtroyed at this 
time, and Pergamus almoſt reduced to 
the like condition :*ſo:the other Three, 


viz. Smyrna, Thyatira, and Philadel- \| 


ia, tho' involved in the ſame Dark- 
neſs and Superſtitign with, the reſt of 
the Grecian Churches, are yet notwith- 
ſtanding 'preſerved in ſome tolerable 
condition, as Monuments of God's ſpa- 
ring Mercy. 

And truly, when we conſider how 
exattly both the Promiſes and 'Threat- 
nings, made to, or againſt thoſe Chur- 
ches, ſeem to quadrate with their- pre- 
ſent ſtate, it ſeems'not'a little confirms 
ing to our Faith. 

If it were not for fear of ſwelling this 
Paper,” by too long a digreſſion, I would 
be at ſome pains ts ſhew, how remarka- 
bly 'the'Propheſie 'is literally fulfilled in 
the Event : but this will be but a-plea- 
ſant diverſppn, to compare the Second 
and Third Chapters of the Revelation, 
with the Second Chapter of the fore-cited 


worthy. Genti/eman who: was | 
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be further purſued by private Medita- 
tion. Only, I ſay farther, that hereby 
I have received more pleaſure and fatiſ- 


faction, than in all the fine-fpug A4Ze- 


gorical Gloſſes of ſome learned Men, who 
terpret this myſtically to repreſent 


. the various States of, Religion, in the 


ſeveral Apes of the Chriſtian Church, to 
the end of the World. 
- . | 

But 2, I fay further, in Anſwer to 
this ObjeAion : Thar rhe Caſe of the 
Afratick, and other Primitive Churches, 
that either are, or.ſeem to be totally 
caſt off, is vaſtly different from the State 
of the Reformed Churches , fince.the Re- 


formation, in this reſpe& ; that whereas 


they fell in with the, z#creaſe of Anti- 
chriſtian DefeHovs , \ we are now under 
the real decreaſe of that Intereſt,- what- 
ever the preſent poſture of things ſeem 
to be. 7hoſe axcrent; Churches were ruin- 
ed by that contagious and prevailing 
Apoſtacy from the Truth, which by va- 
rious ſteps over-ran,the Chriſtian World, 
under Papal ©ſurpations , and fo fell 
alſa -under the Laſh of thole ſevere 

ul E 2 Judg- 
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Judgments which God raiſed up againſt] 1 
ſuch as worſhipped the Beaſt and his 
Image, ſuch as the Saracens and Tarks, 
But on the contrary, the flouriſhing off ; 
the Reformed Churches, is in a time, 
when the Papal Power is ſenſibly decli-|- 
"ned, arid the Turkiſh Empire exceeding- 
ly weakned : So that the Inſtances 
brought from the defeQ1ion: and deſer- 
tion of the Primitive Churches, are not 
parallel to our Cafe, neither quadrate 
with our State, in theſe and our Neigh- 
bouring Nations, ſo as to give us any 
Juſt grounds of fear, as to God's caſting 
off the Reformed Churches. 


Obje&. Bat we are not without In- 
ſtances of the ſame ſort , fince the begun 
weakning of the Papal RE and Power ; 
as in the removal of the Goſpel from ſeve- 
ral Cities in taly, and the Spaniſh Ne- 
therlands ; * but ſpecially in the Un- 
churching of the” 7 on Church 'of Bo- 


CI 


hemia. 


 _Arſw. Tho' it hath pleaſed God to 
deal thus ſeverely with Churches, ſome- 
times by way of Sovereignty, that we 
| | may 
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his] ſpenſations ; yet the Inſtances adduced 

w not prove the thing intended : For 
as to the recalling the Goſpel from ſome 
few places in Jzaly, and the: Spaniſs 
Netherlands, the Caſe does not quadrate 
almoſt in any thing with ours : For 
they had rather the Goſpel offzre4 unto 
them, than ſetled Fo. them; all its 
Commiſſion being ( as it were) to call 
a few of Gad's S&ret Ones out from 
among them ; which end being effe&ted, 
the Goſpel bad done its work, and fo 
was recalled. So' that thoſe places 
where the Goſpel did ſhine for a little 
while, (as at Lucca, &c. in 7taly, and 
#-| at Antwerp, Gtc. in the Netherlands ) 
# | were never brought to any ſuch fixed 
--| and continued Church-ſtate, as to. bear 
-- | a true analogy to the State of Churches 
- | ſetled in a Succeſſion of Church-Offficers 
- | and Church-Members, wherein the Go- 
- | ſpel has been handed down irom Gene- 
ration to Generation, and fo become in- 
terwoven with their other Properties 
» | and Priviledges. 


Bur, 
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of more aweful refle&tion to her Sifter 
Churches. And yet I ſee no juſt ground 
hence, of fearing the like, as to God's 
Churches in theſe Nations, ſince God 
has done ſo much for us already, and 


placed us in fuch Circumſtances as we 


are now under, in calling us to ſtand 
up in defence of the Truth, againft ſuch 
wicked Antichriſtiay Enemies, ar we are 
now conflicting with. For. however 
aweful God's Providence may feem to 
be, in Unchurching that famous Braxch 
of the Slavonick Churches, yet it is ra- 
ther to be eſteemed an Inſtance of God's 
Sovereignty, than any leading Preſage to 
other Churches : for particular Inſtances 
of this kind are not concluſive with re- 
ſpe to others. - All therefore that can 
e inferred hence is, that God may, in 
his Sovereignty ( if ſo it pleafe him ) 
deal thus with other Churches ; which 
none make any queſtion of : but that 
God hereby ſeems to forewarn other 
Churches of the like Judgment awaiting 
them , is what we have no rational 
ground to fear, that I ſee. So that, 
| after 


Church of Bobemia is more cogetit, and 


_ 


| aſter all, I c 


threatenus with total rejecion, we may 
rationally. conclude , that i there is no 


laid down, is rational, and founded. up- 
on as ſure grounds, as a thing of thus 
nature will admit of. 


P R oO Þp. I. 


"Our preſent Dilemma flows not hence ; 


That God's Threatnings are Abſolute 
ande Decretory ,ofo as to be followed 
with Fudicial Induratian. 


His Propoſition is aot a little con- 
firmed, from the illuſtration of 

the preceding : for ſince Judicial Indu- 
cation, and hardneſs of Heart uſually 


goes before God's total rejeQing a Peo- 


ple : if it be proved, that. God does.not 


ground to think that we. are under .a- 


.ny ſtroke of Judicial Induration this 
way. 


OTE 
But fince the proof of this Propo- 


fition alſo, may ſtrengthen our belief 
of the former, ( ſeeing -where this Evi- 
dence of total rexRion is abſent, we 
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Gen.18.32 
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Chap.18.4. 


may be ſatisfied; ' that the 
thing deſigned againſt vs) -I ſhall there- 
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fore conſider what may be confirming 
this way. 


Now this will appear more than pro- | 


bable ; if we canſider the many pious 
and praying Souls, who yet remain this 
y, and who ceaſe not to importune 
d for Mercy to a finful People. If 
in the Caſe of Sodom, and her Siſter 


Churches, God woffld have ſpared them | 
( notwithſtanding their monſtrous Sins | 
and Abominations) If but ten righteous | 
perſons had been found therein. Then } 


furely we have reaſon to hope, that 
the Judgments threatned againſt us are 


not abſolute and decretory, : ſince we | 
have reaſon to hope, That there are at | 
leaſt Ten thouſand godly and truly reli- | 
gious Perſons, yet left among us. in theſe | 
Nations. For if in the days of Elijab, | 


when there wasſnch an aniver/al defettzo 
of Iſrael to Idolatry, that the Prophet 
thought he was the alone Surviver of 
the zrue Prophets, God had yet reſer- 
ved to himſelf, Seven thouſand that had 
uot ſwerved from God's Inſtitutions - . 1 
fay, if the Caſe was thus then, ſurely 


there is no ſuch 


we þ 
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we may rationally hope, that there are 
at leaſt double that number ſtill among us, 
who have been careful to keep them- 


ſelves free from the DeteCtions and reign- 


, Ing Evils of theſe Times wherein we 


live. 

And to me alſo it is an hopeful ſign 
this way, to conſider the Piery of many 
young Perſons growing up, who may 
be inſtrumental ro hand down Religion 
to a future Generation; 1 could indeed 
wiſh for more of this, as being ſorry to 
ſee ſo many on the other hand as it 
were. wholly given up to wickedneſs : 
bur yet, asI remember of no Generation 
ſo reformed, but ſtill the ' old Saying 
might take place therein, "Os zAgores 
xg, That the worfF are moſt numerous : 
ſo I would not wholly deſp:Je the Day of 
ſmall things ; but rather hope yet, That 
as the new Wine iz found in the Cluſter, 
and . one ſaith deſtroy it not, for a Bleſſin 
is in it ; ſo the Lord will be pleaſed to + 


for his Servants ſake, that he may not de- 


ſtroy them all. 


PR o ep. II 


Our preſent Dilemma flands in this : Whe- 
ther God's Threatnings of ſevere Judg« 
ments againf} us, for fome definite 

_ Tame, L abſolute as to the Things 
threatned, thi admitting of mitigation 
and alleviation, or whether it be wholly 
conditional. wy - 


ſped only a limited time : So that there 
was no need to propoſe this of new, 'or 
proſecute it further, And again, I hope 
1t may appear by the Second Propofi- 
tion, as. more than probable, That our 
Dilemma flows not from hence neither, that 


Hs in the former Propoſitions | 
 ſhewed wherein our prefentDilem- | 
ma does not ſtand, I have adventured to | 
ſhew its true Riſe and Original in this : | 
Therefore having proved, that it does | 
not ſtand in this; That there are any ||| 
juf# Grounds of imagining, that we are in | 
bazard of being totally cafF off : | fay, | 
this being manifeſted , it. will plainly Þ 
follow, That the threatned Judgments re- | 


God's © 
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God's Threatnings againf? us are fo abſo- 
lute and decretory, as to be followed with 
Fudicial Induration upon us. 

But after all this, the Dificalty that 
remains, runs between theſe 7wo Things, 
viz. Threatnings that are indeed in the 
main, Abſolute and Decretory , tho' yet 
admitting of Alleviations as to the Cir- 
cumſtances of the things threatued, upon 
the ſuppgfition of Repeptance , and Threat- 


| nings that are wholly Conditional, fo as 
| 208 only to admit of alleviations and miti- 
| gations, but _ wholly to be ſuſpend- 


. | ed and averted, 


upon the ſuppoſition of Re- 
pentauce and Reformation. 
Here ſtands the Xzot of the Queſtion ; 


| which for my part, I dare not adven- 
| ture any poſitive reſolution of, And 
| indeed, who is there that can do it 2 
This being a Secret reſerved in theBreaſt 
| of the moſt high, and one' of thoſe ay- 
| diſcovered Myſteries, which he hath re- 
! ſerved to himſelf, and which therefore 


it were over-bold and curious for us to 
ſearch after raſhly. And tho' my hopes 
would incline me to think, God's 
Threatnings againſt us to be eltogether 
conditional ; 4nd upon the other —_ 
the 


Chapter, wonld tend to increaſe my 
fears : yet none of theſe. being\conclu- 
ſive, I dare make no,poſitive Judgment 
of our Caſe and Circumſtances . this 
way ; but muſt leave it to be a Dilem- 
ma, the parts whereof hang as the two 
Scales of a Ballance in ſuch an Zquili- 
prio ; that it is not eaſie to judge, which 
of them does ſo mffch as ſeem fo pre- | 
ponderate. However, this may. poſli- } 
bly receive ſome light from what re- | 
mains yet to be diſcourſed of : And || 
therefore I proceed to the next Head. 


Ia Anſwer to which, I ſhall endeavour 
1mpartially to conſider, both what lee 
Promiſing and Threatning in. qur Caſe. 
And in my Enquiry iato this, waving 
Prophetical Indications, ( which w 
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The Second Head is : What are the 
Grounds of: a rational Enquiry, into what 
is like to be, or from what Topicks may we 
adventure to conſider our preſent State, | 
and the tendency of things among ns at | 
this time. 


"5" 


ould 


le 


in KI 


hi 


hi 


lead | 


v S bug, - "WO%.3--f ry ' ; F 4 c ” Eee © Mo Re” © Nas "I 3g FER , " ET VED - 


| lead me too far out of the way, and 

| which I therefore leave to a Diſcourſe by 
ze ſelf ) 1 ſhall confine my {elf to theſe 
Two Topicks of Argument, Viz. 


I. What God's way in his Providence 
hath been tous. And, 


2. What our way hath been towards 
him. = 
- (D 
8 And x. It is worthy our moſt ſerious 
z Refiettion, to confider, What God's way 
« hath been, and is with us, in the Diſpen- 
| ſations of his Providence, Which that 
| we may confider impartially, we ſhall 
| reflect, both on what is promifing and 
encouraging, and what is territory and 
of a threatning aſpect. 


| And, (x.) We muſt acknowledge it 

| to God's praiſe, that we are not with- 

{ out ſome encouraging Symptoms, from 

| the Diſplays of G O D's Mercy in the 
over-ruling Diſpenſations of his Pro- 
Vidence, 


EF To 


The Rod, or the Sword. 


To this end, may we not obſerve, 


how remarkably God hath defeated 


the many Plots and Conſpiracies of Ene- 
mies. He hath taken the Polzetzck and 
Wiſe in their own Craitineſs, and turn- 
ed their Counſe/s head-long, fo that their 
Hands have not been able to perform 
their Enterprize. Our Enemzes have 
been taken in the Gizs aud Snares they 
laid for others ; and in the Pits which 


they digg'd for ifs, they th&mſelves | 
have fallen. Of which we have many, | 


and thofe freſh and recent Inſtances. 


And as Ged hath often turned our 


Enemies Wiſdom into Fooliſhneſs, 10 
hath he often converted their Strength 


into Weakneſs, by breaking their Forces | 


both 'by Sea and Land. The total Re- 
dnfion and ConqueF? of Ireland, the Stil- 


ling the Tumnlts and Inſurreftions of | 
Scotland, and the late Sea-Vifory, are | q 


fo many Evidences of the Divine Fa- 
vour and Goodneſs yet towards us, as 
ought to draw out our Hearts in grate- 


ful Acknowledgments , and encourage 


us to hope ſtill in our- God for further 
Receipts of Mercy. | 
For 


m_—_ 
"ILY 


| of 


i 
{ 
« 1 
( 


F: 
b 
t 
I 


S | 
'» | alſo on ſome Things in God's preſent 
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| not been ſuffered hitherto, to grope for 


; our way, as it were, in the dark, and 
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For what are all theſe gracious Pro- 
vidences, bur ſo many Opportunttzes put 
into our hands, in order to our further 
Eſtabliſhment and Settlement for the 

| future : which ſeems not unreaſonably 
to ſaggeſt to us, That the Lord's Thoughts 
are yet Thoughts of Peace towards us. 


* Bur, (2. ) Whatever upon the fore- 


we canffot be fo partial as not to reflect 


 Providences, that look with a gazte dif- 
ferent aſpect. | 

And, in the firſt place, is it not 
frightful to conſider, for how long a 


time God hath ſeem'd to deſert our Pub- 
dick Councels and Condut > Have we 


| asif we were blind and had no Eyes to 
fee it ; yea, and to miſs it too ? whilſt 


\ yet in itſelf it is ſo very eafie and plain, 


that it is a wonder we ſhould wander ſo 
long out of it. For what is more plain, 
than that our Security ſtands, 2» encou- 
| raging and truſting the beſt and moſt 
faithful Perſons ; even ſuch, who both 
| Fa: from 


The Rod, er the Sword; 


mentioned Accounts ſeems promiſing, 


5 1 by 


from a Sence of Duty and Intereſt it{elf, | 
muſt needs be careful and induſtrious tof 
promote the Security and Settlement off & 
Thoſe,with whom they themſelves are in-| al 
ſeperably l/in#d,fo as to ſtand or fall with} h; 
them: whereas the aCting otherwiſe,as it is! te 
diſpleaſing to God, ſo may indeed look w 
like an /yfatuation from God, eſpecially} al 
if long perſever'd in. "tf 
And may it not alſo be obſerved to} pi 
this purpoſe, how unaccountably® remiſs}; bi 
we are, in zmproving the Occafions that} bt 
Providence puts into our hand for our! 
own Eſtabliſhment. The Men who! n' 
ſeek our Ruine, and have over andf o1 
over attempted it, tho delivered oftner tl 
than once into our hands, are by an ax-} m 
paralel'd Clemency ( which I pray God, th 
may not prove fatal to us) let go, to! m 
attempt again the perpetration of for-| 
mer Crimes : which, as it looks like a} en 
flighting of Providence, and a ſecure | h: 
truſting to our ſelves; ſo is no ſmall|w 
Diſcouragement to all good Subjeds, | 7/ 
and more eſpecially to thoſe whoſe Works | :t 
{ and Ofice eſpecially calls them to be aſf- | ar 
, ftant and ſerviceable to the Government | <0 


this way. 
, And ' 
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toj And ſurely it is matter of fad refle- 
off tion to conſider this Day, how remark- 
Nn-J ably the Spirit of God i withdrawn from 
thi bis Ordinances, notwithſtanding our ex- 
1597 ternal Lzberty. I confeſs we are not 
ks without ſome 7uſtances this way : But 
yſalas! theſe are ſo few and rare, that 
' they make but an inconſiderable Exce- 
ption from this ſad Truth ; which is 
ſs} but tos well known, tho' not enough 
! bewail'd by ſerious Chriſtians; | 
! T muſt needs alſo add, as matcer of 


i many of our eminent Pillars, who by 
| their Prayers and Endeavours were fo 
! much aſliſting to the carrying on of the 
-| Work of the Goſpel. Alas | how many 
a | eminent Miniſters, and uſeful Chriſtians, 
e | have of late been called oft rhe Stage, 
1] whilſt few rife up to fill their rooms. 
5, | Thus the righteous periſh , and none lay 
s|it to heart, neither conſider that they 
- |are taken away from the evil that is to 
f | came, | 


[ 
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But, 2. As there are both good and x 


bad Symptoms in our Caſe, from the to 
Conſideration of God's way towards n 
us : ſo let us refle& alſo impartally,! -: 
on what of theſe is to be found in or wy 
Carriage towards God. | 


raging this way ; fo I can't but with} 
pleaſure reflect upon theſe Things follow-! © 


ZHg, VIZ. 4 
How readily in the firſt place our} 
Repreſentatives in Parliament did concur} 
with Their Majeſties, 1n granting a free! 
Liberty to Conſcientious Diſſenters from} 
the preſent Conſtitution of the Church o X 
Exgland, to ſerve God in that way. 
which they reckon moſt Pure and E-! - 
vangelical. For ſurely the Undoing and} 
Repealing of heavy Penal Laws, on the} 
fore-mentioned Account, was a very |} 
ſuitable Return to the great Mercies | 
received in the wonderful Deliverance | 
which God had wrought for us all in| 
common a little before. 
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{ And next, it is very encouraging to 
gl conſider, how far Their Majeſties have 
hel already concerned themſelves in the Re- 
rd) formation of their People, by emitting 
y { their Declarations, for the Diſcountenan- 

[ CiMg and P uniſhing Vice and Immorality 
in Perſons of all Ranks. This is, I con» 
! fels, a hopeful ſign of good to us : and 


vel we may ſay of it, Bleſſed be the Lord 


tt the Heart of the King and Queen : only 


,. good Men could wiſh, that care were 
2 taken to at&t accordingly, by ſuch whoſe 
..] Office it is, to ſee the Laws 1n ſuch 

* Caſes more univerſally, and more jm- 
«| partially executed , ior the encourage- 
| ment of them that do well, and rhe 


: ward, nor juſtice ſtand afar off : For we 
: have yet too much reaſon to complain, 
| That truth is fallen in the ſtreets, and 
' that equity doth not enter ; yea, that he 
: that departeth from iniquity, maketh him- 
'| Jelf a prey. But yer, tho' our Caſe 


| any Interceſſour, God may notwithſtanding 
work for his Names ſake, and his arm in 
= - due 
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| God, that hath uy a thing as this in 


{ terrour of them that do ill ; That ſoy þ, 
| Judgment might be no more tarned back- Ver.14,1 5. 


were ſuch, That there were no man, nor Ver. 16. 


Ver. 18. 


Ver. 19. 


Ver. 29, 


Vet. 21. 
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. Proteition, Conduit, aud Succeſs : ſince | 


due time , bring ſalvation : tho in the ho 
mean time he will undoubtedly repay his ſh 
adverſaries according to their deeds; 
that ſo men may learn to fear the Lord! fo 
from Weft to Baff. For when the ene-\ at 
my ſhall come in like a flaod, the Spi-h 
rit of the Lord ſhall lift up a ſtandard} 
againi# him. Aſter which we may hope, 
that the Redeemer ſhall come to Zzon,\ 
and unto them that turn from iniquities in) 0 
Facob. And then ſhall God's Covenant be a 
fo eſtabliſhed with us, as not to depart t 
out of our month, nor out of the mouth of | 1 
our Seed , nor out of the mouth of our\, ( 
Seeds Seed , from henceforth and for\ ; 
EVEr. _ 
The Proclaiming and Obſerving a Na- | | 
tional Monthly Faſt, in order to implore 
the Divine Preſence with, and Aſſiſtance ' 
zo our Armies and PFleets, may juſtly be + 
reckoned alſo as a promiſing ſign of | 
Good to us: for may we not hope, | 
God intends further to bleſs us, when 
he ſtirs up our Rulers, and the Nation 
in general thus far to own him, in im- * 
ploring his Favour, both as to further | 
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he hath promiſed to honour thoſe that | 
| honour | 
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hel honour him , and that ſuch as ſeek him 
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ſhall find him. 
And may I not add to all this, as 

further promiſing Sign, the happy Union 

and Agreement entred into by many ſe- 


| rious Miniſters and Chriſtiays of diffe- 
' rent Perſwaſions in and about London - 
{ For if Divi{on be a Preſage of Ruine to 
| a Family, Church, cr Nation, may we 
nj not hqpe that Znzop 1s a S7gy of Security 
# aud Peace. Only it were to be wiſh'd, 
; that this happy Deſign of #0» were 
' more univerſally carried on among all 
7 Good Men of all Denominations and 
r | Perſwaſions. But alas! we may ſooner 
: wiſh for this, than hope to lee it, in this 
! preſent degenerate Age. 


But, (z.) Whatever Encouragement 
the fore-mentioned Particulars afford us, 
T am led on the other hand, to cait 
mine eye upon things more unpleaſant 
aud frightfal, which I am afraid may 
ſeem too juſtly to preponderate the for- 
mer Conſiderations. 


And 
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And here, being my ſelf no Politi- 
cian, and not pretending to underſtand 


the Reaſons which {way Sovereign Prin- | 
ces and States in their more myſterious | 
Afings, 1 ſhall therefore paſs by ſuch 8 
hi here, as moſt Men are too prone 
raſhly to judge of, and ſhall only re- | 
fle& upon thoſe Things that I am ſure | 
are very fad and dreadtul Symproms of | 


our preſent ſtate. 


And in the firſt place, how dreadful | 
a thing is Atheiſm at this time, in the 


great advances and progreſs thereol, ! 


even in the midſt of the Light of the ; 
Goſpel > How univerſally hath this | 
Contagion ſpread itſelf amongſt all } 
Ranks and Degrees of Men? And | 
eſpecially amongſt thoſe who pretend | 
to an higher and more refined Wir ' 


$o that thoſe who could | 
but ſaw thorough | 


than others. 
not ſwallow Popery, 


its Impoſtures, " yer ſuffered them- | | 
ſelves to run headlong into this greateſt | 


of Tnfatuations. But if Reaſon recoll in 


the Breaſts of ſome, at the thoughts of | 


Atheiſm 1n its naked Dreſs ; yet with a 
little refining Men - can bring their 


thoughts to admit of it, under the No- | 
tion | 
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bj ron of Spinofiſm , or Deiſm, to the re- 


| nouncing the Principles of Chri/#zanzty, 


"| and all revealed Religion. This indeed 
1. | is like to be the Condemnation of the 
"| World, that notwithſtanding the glo- 


# rious Light of the Goſpe/ , which now 
ſhines ſo clearly, Men do yet love 


©! Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe 


; their Deeds are evil. 
| And what ſhallal fay of the prodigi- 
ous increaſe of Profanity, {mmorality, 


” | and Debauchery, with which theſe Na- 


: tions do every-where ſo much abound, 
; that even Popery, yea Mahomitaniſm 
' and Paganiſm itſelf can ſcarce out-do us. 
7 And do not imagine that we have been 
' dehvered to do all theſe 4bominatzons, 
' | which we ſee daily committed amongſt 
| ' us; Which are ſuch, as we may trace 

' them even to the Church and AJ- 

| tar. 
|| And how fad a thing 1s it to obſerve, 

that enmity to, and contempt of all ſeri- 


|| ous Piety and Religion, Which fo univer- 


| fally obtains in the Spirits of Multitudes 
| this day, and which only wants an op- 
portunity to put itſelf forth in Deeds 
ſuitable to its dwn nature, How avow- 
- |  edly 
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* Holy Sacrament of the Lord's Cupper, 


The Rod, or the Sword. 
edly do many Men own their Con- 
tempt of all things ſacred, and their! 
hatred againſt all ſerious Perſons , and} 
every thing that looks like the true} 
Practice of Genuine Religion. And ſure-} t 
ly, were the generality of England right-) 
ly touch'd with a true ſence of God's ſa-! 
cred Inſtitutions, they could nor longer « 
endure that horrid Profauation of the\ | 
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whereby it is proſtituted to carnal, ſe-! 
cular, and ſelfiſh Ends : which is a Sin* 
that continues to cry loudly for Venge-! 
ance upon the Land. "I 
But the contempt - of the Goſpel is 
not only the Sin of thoſe, who openly * 
avow their enmity againſt it : but may | 
juſtly be laid to the Door alſo of ſuch, | 
who ſeem otherwiſe in their Carriage | 
and Deport, to ewn. and profeſs the ſame. ' 
The heavenly Manna rain'd down in ſuch | 
plenty, round about us, is now /oath'd | 
and nauſeated by us : ſo that our Table u | 
like to become our Snare, and our Bleſs | 
fings like to tend to our hurt. "0 
And to all theſe things, I cannot but |} 
add, how fad an aſpe@ it bears, that | 
damnable or Aangerous Errors ha ” of ! 
ate 
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| | Hate had fo formidable a Growth among 
)nN-] us. For as groſs Arminianiſm hath over- 
cir} ſpread a great part of the Nation ; fo 
nd! Socinianiſm hath not loſt ground , bur 
ue! hath infinuated itſelf into the Minds of 
re-) too many. And of late, wild Antino- 
bt. mianiſm hath been rampant, to the over- 
A turning the Faith, and even Fudgment 
er. of many, which hath been ſo far from 
he being diſcountenanc'd by ſome, who 
-r, were «moſt of all» concerned to do it, 
e.} that it hath had zoo many to blow the 
in! Coals thereof, to the reproaching the 
e-} zealous Defenders of the Truth, as if 
| they intended to ſet up Zhe Law in the 
is room of the Goſpe/ 3 when they were 
y | only careful to aflſert the being and uſe 
y ; of both in their own places. All which 
h, | things may eaſily diſcover to ns, how 
e ſad a Root it muſt needs be, that pro- 
e. | duces ſuch bitter fruits. 

h: And what is this elſe, but a poor blind 
d | and narrow Spirit, or littleneſs or dwar« 
a | fiſbneſs of Soul, by which all thoſe are 
ſ | certainly ated, who include all Relz- 
gion Within their own Incloſares ,. and 
t | confine the Catholick Church to the 


f ; . they 


t | narrow Limits of Communion , which. 


8 The Rod, or the Sword. 
| ' they themſelves, or their particular | 7 
Founders have ſet up : For whilſt this | * 
| Temper prevails, Faction and Strife, | 
Conceit and Pride, Emulation and En: } 
vy, and Paſſion and Railing, will ſtill } 5 
continue to be both the trouble and | 
blemiſh of the Church.  U 


b 


And to wild and erroneous Principles, | 
we may well add wild and irregular Y 
Praftices, We have Church-Levellers, | 
as well as State-Levellers, who turn the 
Miniſtry into great Contemp?, by letting. 
up weak, ignorant, aud illiterate Me, 
to be Teachers of others, who themſelv:; 
ftand in need to be taught the firſt Princi- 
ples of the Oracles of God. If ſuch Per- 
ſons were turned back to their proper 
Mechanical Employments, and ordered to 
learn and give an account of their Cae- 
chiſms , 1t were much better , both for 
the Church in general, and themſelves 
./ 1h particular. - But how fad is our ſtate 
; and condition, if every proud and igno- 
? rant Enthufiaſt, {et up for a Preacher, 
and be magnified by a giddy, unſetled 
Grew of poor deluded . Creatures, to be 
ated by the Spirit, becauſe he can ſpeak 
F Nonſence 
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The Red, or the Sword. 
| Noyſence ond Confuſion with as much Bold. 


{ Theſe, theſe, are ſome of the fad 
| Symptoms of our preſent ſtate and con- 
{ dition : which I might run out longer 
{ upon, but that I am glad to get off fo 
| melancholy and ſad a Subjet?. 


(5 


fFxF To all which, I might ſubjoyn ſome | 


.. | ConfidFrations of affother king, particu- 
; larly that of the late aſtoniſhing Earth- 
quake : But finding this Province mana» 
; | ged by others already, I purpoſely con- 
| fined my ſelf to the 7opicks I have been 
# conſidering in this place. And now 
. | after all, T1 leave what I have faid on 
- |; both ſides to the impartial Refleqtons 
, | of all ſerious .and. thinking Men ; not 
, | adzenturing my ſelf to determine poſi- 


, 
C 
» 
\ 


; a Dilemma yet in terminis : What if the 
; Sword contenm even the Rod 8 However, 
! T paſs on to the Third and Laſt Head. 
Now, 


The 


-. } tively on either hand, but leaving it as 


Fg 


Ar 


is | neſs as Ignorance. 7 
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The Third Head is : What the Eſti- 


mate is, that we are to make from theſe 
Grounds, of our preſent State ; and what 


Prognoſtication may we thence humbly in- | 


fer, as to our future Condition. 


In A#ſwer to this : Since I have re- 


F 
{ 
l 
', 
q 


ſolved not to be peremptory and dog- | 


matical , as to future Events of this 


nature : I ſhall therefore only, zxfer | 
theſe following Things, from what has } 
been already argued, as including in | 
them what an impartial Conſideration | 
of the Premiſes, will, I think, ſuggeſt | 
to every ſerious and thinking Chriſtian, | 
that will be at the pains to examine | 


and apply the ſame. 


I. Inf. That what has been ſaid, tho 
it argue ſome good things to be ſtill a- | 


mong us, yet it plainly lets us ſee, that 
theſe Nations are full of ji. 


I» 
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To ſhew this, were to repeat what | 


I faid but juſt now , under the prece- | 


ding Enquiry : where, tho' we did rec- 
kon up both what was good and bad in 
; our 


qur caſe ; yet the bad Symproms are evi- 
deatly ſuch, - as may demonſtrate the 
Tuference to be very native and conclu- 
t | //ve. So that ſurely we have reaſon 
4= || to be watchful, and ſtrengthen the things 

that remain, and that are ready to die : 
| for our Works are not found perfet before 


. 2 

—_ | 0 * 
4, 
” 


is; 2 Inf, That our preſent Caſe argues, 
| that we are under ſame begun Degrees of 
| being forſaken of God: 


{ This alſo appears plainly from what 
| was ſaid under the preceding Enquiry ; 
| which therefore it were needleſs to re- 
| peat here. | 


| 3 Inf. That our preſent State is ſuch, 

| that nothing can ſave us, but One of theſe 
£; SZ . . : - ps 

- | Two Things, viz. Either a Miracle of Sove- 

? t reign Mercy, or a more than ordinary 
L meaſure of Repentance and Reformation. 


t | This is as a native Cdhcluſion from 
>- | what has been faid already , ſo alſo cer- 
= {tain and undoubted in itſelf : for I can- 
n not imagine, where we can find a 7hzrd 
rt, £4 Go way 
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way of Salvation beſides theſe. But th6 


The Rod, or the Sword. 


this Inference be in the general undenia- 
ble ; yet it isa matter ſo weighty, that 
I ſhall dwell on ic a little, 1n order to 


draw on towards a Conclufion of this |, 
Diſconrſe. And in doing this, I ſhall | 


diſtintly conſider theſe 7wo ' Things, 
whereby only we can expect Salva- 
t10n. 


© 'The (1.) WaY of Salvation, is by 
the Sovereign and ' Extraordinary Ap- 
pearance of God further for us. Concern- 
ing which we miy juſtly enquire, Whe- 


. ww x 


Grounds to expect to be thus ſaved. 


To this I A»ſwer, That as it muſt bef 


in a way of Sovereign Mercy, that we 


can' be faved at all, if ever we be ſaved, 


ther * we have any rationally | probable 


taking the word in its ordinary accepta-| 
tion : lo, Whether God will fave us in| 
a wholly extraordinary way, taking, the 
word 1n a fri and peculiar ſence, as 
contradiſtin@'from the more uſual Me: 
thod of Salvation, is a thing that is not 


poſiable for any Man certainly to deter; 


mine, without ſpecial Revelation, * 
. Yet, 
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Yet, fince the Que/tion is not, If there 
be auy Certainty this way ; but only, If 
there be any probable Grounds to expett 
Salvation and Deliverance this way : I 


ſhall adventure to anſwer it more parti- 
_ cularly: 


And truly my Anſwer iz this reſpett, 


| muſt be Negatzve, fince I can ſee no ra- 
tional- ground of expefing any fuch 


thing ;, tho' I am ſure I ſhall heartily 
rejoyce, , if any Man'can let me ſee any 
ſuch ground, or grounds of hope. Bur, 
if our Caſe be fuch, as we may hope, in 
an ordinary way, to be ſaved, it we re- 
| peat and thoroughly return to God, as 
| we have before demonſtrated, I fee ns 
| reaſon we have to expett Miracles this 
| way. 
know it may be Ozjefred to this, 
That we * have been hitherto ſaved by a 


| a continued Series of Wonders, and by 
fignal and 'extraordinary Appearances of 


God for us : which may ſeem as a probable 
Ground, at leait, of God's® appearing for 


But 1 A»ſwer, That tho” I gratefully 


] acknowledge ro God's Praiſe, Its re- 


markable Appearances for ps hitherto : 
G 2 yet 
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yet this to me, is ſo far from being an 
Argument for our expeCting the ſame, | 
or the like ſtill, that it makes me rather! 
fear the contrary : For what was God's 
End in all theſe things, but to lead us 
in to himſelf, by a ſerious turning from] 
Sin to Righteouſneſs. But if all theſe 
have been 1o far from reaching that End, 
that we have rather grown worſe underf} 
them, can we expect that God' ſhould} 
deliver ſuch a baſe and ingrateful People} 
ſtill 2 When therefore I conſider how 
dreadful our Backſlidings and Apoſtaſie 
has been, and how we have for/akex our 
Rock and Strength, and made Lies our 
Refuge ; what can I think elſe, but zhat 
God ſeems to be letting us alone, and fuf- 
fering us to walk in our own ways, 1n 
order to convince us and the World, 
how inſufficient all Creature aſliftances 7. 
are without him ; that thus, if poſſible, 
we may be led back again to himſelf, inf", 
the way of Reformation and Repentance.} 
This is my S:ntiment of this matter ; ir 
which yet I propoſe without any poſi-|* 
tiveneſs: For who dare limit the Holy ;2 
One of*-Iſrael, in his way and method of x 
working, ſince he often chooſes to appear 
| in 


2 
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Jin ways quite croſs to our thoughts, 
ithat he may ſhew us, that his thoughts 
3; hare not as our thoughts, nor his ways as 
our ways. However, this I think I may 
patcly ſay, that tho' God may thus work 
for his Name's ſake; yet we have »o 
ational ground to expe? thu. And 
[therefore | Proceed to the other way. 


vi_which we 'feem to have moſt reaſon to 
Ge lexpedt a Turn of Affairs, is, &y ſome 
more than ordinary meaſure of Repentance 
and Reformation. 
| Concerning this weighty and mo- 
f mentous Point, there are theſe Three 
Queſtions that may natively ariſe in our 
Minds, and are worth our moſt ſerious 
onſiderations, viz. Why an extraor- 
dinary meaſure of Repentance and Refor- 
"Imation is at this time ſo neceſſary 2 Whe- 
O ther fuch a meaſure of theſe may be now 
rationally and robably expefted 9 And 
what we muſt do in order wa attain theſe, 
1, in order to the averting impending Judg- 
if arents 4 


» 
af Go G'3 , us 


Now the (2.) way of Sa/vation, by 


ot rn . 
5 4 OTE "v4 
_— — 4 5 
* 9 i. A" I? 
eb 4 
_ 
£ of 
» 
> 
£ 
Rn” 
* 


je p 2H, (5 
IE oh "wy 4 
© ” y 


The Rod; or the Sword. 


1 Queſt.. Why an extraordinary mea- 
ſure of Repentance and Reformation ws at 
this time ſo neceſſary, in order to our far- 
ther and more compleat Deliverance © 


Anſw. That ſuch a meaſure of theſe 
is neceſſary, ſeems to me to be beyond 


debate, ſince our Remedy muff bear pro- | 
portion to our Diſeaſe. And ſurely our | 
Circumſtances appear to be ſuch, from | 
what has been faid, that we may eaſily. | 


conclude this. to be neceſſary : For 
without ſuch a ſerious and ſpeedy turn- 


ing to God, our Caſe is the next ſtep | 


to be deſperate, and we 1n hazard to be 
yet farther forſaken of our God. And 


I pray God, that upon our continuing | 


to neglect our Duty as to this, that we 
fall not under that fad and irrevocable 
Sentence, which the Fews of. old were 
under, That tho' Fob, Noah, and Da» 
niet were to intercede for us, their Prayers 
would return. into their own Boſoms 
2gain without effect. _—- 
- And do not God's Providences this 


day eminently call for this 2 What elſe. 


is the Yoice of God's terrible Diſpenſa- 


- 
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tions 1n Righteouſnels againſt fome of 
our Nerghbour Ghurches & What elſe is 
the Deg» and Scope ot all thoſe various 
Providences'we our ſelves meet with £ 


" And for what End elſe, does God fſufier 


our Enemies to prevail and increaſe fo 
much as they do to this Day 2 Surely 
this, if any, 'is the uſe we ought to make 


| of all theſe Things. 


" * 
2 Queſt. Whether a more than ordi- 


| wary meaſure of Repentance and Refor- 


mation, may be now rationally or proba- 


| bly expetted 2 


Anſw. 1 ſhould be bold-and preſum- 


\ ptuous, if TI ſhould be poſitive here. 
| Yet upon the other hand, I cannot but 


in faithfulneſs ſpeak whar appears to me 
moſt probable. ;; leaviog it to ſerious 
and ſober Perſons to judge as they fee 
reaſon. | 

I fay then, that tho' I know it is an 
eafie thing .with God to produce ſuch 
a deſirable frame on the Spirits of the 
Generality of Men of all ſorts, in order 


. | tothe. avertivg of impending -Judg- - 


ments: .yet the Sins and Impieties 'of 
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the preſent Generation are ſuch , as} c: 
make me not a little afraid, that we 
are not like 'to ſee ſach an; univerſal! 
change as' yet; tho', I queſtion not,} 
many may be enabled to 'do'this for theitf 
own particular advantage. = 
"And truly, I think, I am not with-þ 
out ground for this my fear, when [} 
conſider , that a Attempts this way, 
have hitherto been zx vain, and to little} 
or no purpoſe. And is not af Advice) i 
this way, ſtill mock? at by the genera-{-f 
lity ; fo as the very naming it is ridi-| 
cul'd as Cantixg,. and the Thing itſelf, as} 
Fanaticiſm and Exthufiaſm. And where| 
are there any to be found, that are ated} 
with any Pablick Spirit this way, in} 
order to carry on fo good and neceſſary} 
a Work, even among thoſe whoſe Office | 
it is to ſtir np others to ſuch Duries ;| 
the moſt, if not all, deſpairing of effe-} 
Etuating ſuch an hard and ſeemingly im- } 
paſlible performance. "+ 
Beſides all this, is not Wickednefs 
now come, as it were, to its axwn and 
heighth, ſo as we may ſay with reaſon 
enougi:, Omne in precipiti vitium ftetit ; | 
that Wickedneſs is gone ſo far, that it 
a | can 


« or 
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as} can go no farther , except that it is 
we} ready to throw us headlong over the 
ſal) Precipice of Ruine and DeſtruCtion. 
ot, } Our $7xs indeed ſeem to be ripe for the 
irf Harveſt, and our Cap, if it be not al- 
4 ready, is near full ; ſo that there ſeems 
-j to be nothing left us, but a fearful look- 
1 If ing for of Fudgment, except ſpeedy Re- 
| pentance do unexpettedly preſerve us. 

lej Nay, have I ngt reaſon for this my 
# fear, when the moſt part this day 
[-ſeem to be under ſuch an Jfatuatzon, 
j that they ſeem fond of Ruine, as 
{ if they were weary not of this , or the 
| other Government only , but of Settlement 
{ 7iſef} Theſe are the Grounds, why 1 
{ am afraid we are not like to lee ſuch a 
| defirable Temper and Diſpoſition of 
{ Soul, But however, I heartily pray, 
:} that God, with whom the reſidue of the 
| Spirit is, may prevent and diſappoint 
-| my fears this way. And [I have reaſon, 
| T hope, alſo, to conclude, that whatever 
5 | Stroaks we may meet with, they will 
|] be but of a ſhort continvance, as we 
|| will fee by and by, when we come to 

| the Second Obſervation. - 


; 3 Queſl, 


" w 
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3 Queſt. What we mus? do, in order | 
to attain ſuch a meaſure of true Repen- | 
tance and Reformation, as may give us en- | 
couragement to hope, that God will yet a- | 
vert his Judgments from us © 


Anſw. As neither our Fears nor Hopes | 
ought to be the Rule of our Duty : ſo | 
we ought to ſtir up our ſelves at all | 
times to the performatice of thoſe things | 
which God requires of us, whatever be |. 
the Event. q © 

And here therefore, beſides earnei# || | 
Prayers to God for this, without which |} 
we can never expect it; we muſt (eri- | + 
ouſly fet our ſelves to walk more Chri- | 
ſtianly than we have yet done. And for | 
this end we muſt heartily and hambly } 
acknowledge our fins before God. We 
muſt make the Scriptures the Rule and 
Dere&ory of our Aftions. We muſt afſo- 
ciate our ſelves with the moſt wiſe and 
ſerious Perſons. « We muſt era more 
to God and a Good Cauſe, than to Popiſh 
Confederates, or any other Allies what- 
ſoever. eWe muſt lay aſide evil Coux- 
cels and C ounſellors, and employ good 

p and 
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| ind faithful Men in Places of Truſt. 


Fultice muſt be diſpenſed and executed 


| impartially and fairly. The C/ergy muſt 
| be reformed, by purging our. ſuch as 
| arecither notoriouſly corrupt in Dofrine, 
| or openly vicious and ſcaudalous in Pra- 
| Gice : All fuch being a ſhame and re- 


proach to that ſacred Employment. The 
Pniverſities mult be regulated, and ſo- 


| ber, ingenious and ſtudious Perſons en- 
| courfped. We nfuſt ſtudy and endca- 


vour Unjon 1n things wherein we are 


| agreed, and Charzty and mutual For- 


\ | bearance in things wherein we differ : 


we ought thus to manifeſt our Modera- 


| tion to all Men, eſpecially the more ſober 
| and ſerious Perſons who difter from vs, 


laying aſide all Paſſion, blind Zeal, Ca- 
lumniation and Enwy. And in. ſamm, 
care muſt be taken 70 encourage YVertue, 
and puniſh Yice ; that the Governmear 
may be truly a Praiſe to them thar do 
well, and a Terrour to them that do 
ll. 


Could I but once ee theſe 7hings ſe- 
riouſly minded and proſecuted in the Land, 
I ſhould reckon I had reaſon to heencou- 


raged yet, as to our farther Deliverance 
bo « 


from 
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from all the Attempts both of Forreigy 
and Domeſtick Enemies. And that God 


may be pleaſed to pour down ſuch a | 
Spirit more univerſally upon us, ſhall } 
be my conſtant Prayer to Almighty | 


God. But till this be, I cannot but be 
juſtly apprehenſive, that ſome eminent 
Judgment is now hanging over us, ready 


to fall down upon us : And therefore I| 


pray God, that he may lay it upon all | 


our Hearts, to be careful to be found in 


the PraQtice of our Duty, whatever hap-' 


pen : for he that walketh uprightly, 
walketh always moſt ſurely. 
But fince I only propoſe thisas ground 


of fear, without aſſerting it perempto- | 
rily as certain, I leave it as ſuch here, | 
yet as a thing that deſerves our moſt ſe- | 
rious Refle&tions. It is enough for me, | 
that I have followed the Thread of the | 
Text, and the Principal Daftrine or Ob- | 
ſervation that it preſents us with : I ſhall | 
therctare after all, leave it as a Dilemma, | 


What if the SwArd contemn evey the Rod > 
which if I have not «»r:ddled,yet I think 
have not obſcurely z{uſtrated ; but if 7 
bave ne neither, yet Time will. « 


However, 


ay 
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| However, I am loath to end fo ab- 
5 | ruptly, or leave the Reader with ſuch 


: ; as that which I have been laſt upon : 
"| And therefore I ſhall proceed to whar 
) | may a little alleviate our ſorrowfnl Re- 
X | feftions this way : For which end I ſhall 
0 | briefly conſider a Second Doftrine or Ob- 
YR Grvation , which natively reſults from 


| accorfling to the preceding Explication 
| thereof. Which Obſervation will ſerve 
here as a Corons, to what we have dif- 
courſed more largely upon the former 
Doftrine, | 


- if w Ld 
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' an affliftive and melancholly Idea of T, hings, 


| the Anſwer to the preceding Queſtion, 
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OBSERvVAT. II. 
That howewer ſeverely GO D may 
threaten his Church and People, 
yea, though be, ſhould givg the 
. Sword 4 Commiſſe zon ſeverely to 
' rage again them fora time : 
yet uſually even his moft ſevere 
Dealings with them, exceed not 
the nature of a Fatherly Cha- 
ſtzſemenr. 


Say bere, that «ſually God's moſt 

ſevere Dealings with his People, 
exceed not the nature of Chaſtiſements, 
becauſe it cannot be denied, but thac 
God in his Soves2ign Diſpoſal may ſome- 
times do otherwile ; yea, and aQually 
hath done otherwiſe : as appears in the 
Caſe ofxmany of the old famous Afratick 
and African Churches - of which we 
may 


ll 


VP 


may now ſay , 2/b: olim Eccleſia, ibi 
nunc reguat Barbaries : That where fa- 
mous Churches were of old, there Bar- 
barity doth now take place. 

But to comfort our' {elves apainſt 


| ſuch deſfolating and overturning Calami- 


ties, I ſhall lay down Three Propoſitions, 

which may be ground of great Encou- 

ragement to us, in the midſt of what 

otherwile looks very frightful. 
= = ; 


P AR o Þ. I. 


GOD will not totally cafT off his Church 
in general. 


Hatever come of particular Char- 
ches, this 1s certain, that God 

will have a Church to ſerve him . ſome- 
where .in the World : For Chrift mui? 
reign, till all his Enemies be made his 


footſtool., And we. are ſure, That the 
Church i ſo eſtabliſhed, that the Gates of 


Hell can never prevail againft it. Let 
Pagans and Idolaters, and all Enemies 
whatſoever do their worſt ; yet it is 
ſifre they ſhall never be able toroot out 

» the 


The Red, or the Sword. 
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"The Ro9, or the Sword. | 


the true Fearers and Seekers of God 
from the Earth : for God will have a 
Seed and Generation to ſerve him as long 

as the Sun and Moon endure. And when 
Satan and his Inſtruments have done 
their worſt ; yea, ſuppoſing them to 
carry on their Conqueſits as far as Dzo- 
clefian did of old, ſo as again to inſcribe 
their Statues and Triumphal Arches, withſ 
Delefo penitus Chriſtianoram Nomine 
Yet, after all, this Seed will igcreaſe{ 
and ſpring forth again, and the Szone} 
cut out of the Rock without hands, wil 
in the end totally break and deſtroy al | 
the Powers 'and  Potentates that oppoſe 
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PROP. Il. 


That whatever Troubles the Church of 
God may meet with for a time, yet 
there is a more flouriſhing and proſpe- 
rous ſtate yet promiſed to it. 


. | 
AUrely it is a mighty forcing of Scri- 
®. 2” 
) pture, to interpret all the great aud 
auguſt Prophecies of Scripture, concesn- 
. ng 
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ing the Glory of the Laſt Times, of what 
as already paſt our Curet : For 
when can we'find, in ay Hiſtory, ſuch 
@ four] T3 _ MICE < the Church, as Can 
WEE SVG, "ALT 

Pw 


foretold us : and mult all their gr 
glorious Deſe#iptions of this luc- 


ding. State. of the Church, paſs for 
wer Hyperboles, or Metaphors © No, 
"If eertaibly, they gife us to underſtand, 

- # That the Stone cut . out of the Rock with- 

j aut bands, will yet. farther incteaſ® 
M the world; and that. the Mounta: 
of | the Lord's Houſe will be ſo eftablifhed 
above the Tops of all other Mountains, 
that all the Nations will flock unto it; 
ſo that the Kings of the Earth will reckon 
it their greateſt Honour, to bring their 
Glory into the New Feruſalem, for its E- 
rabliſhment, Security, and-Pence.. M 
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That as we have reaſon to believe, that 
God will not totally, nor fnally caſt off 
bis Church in theſe Nations, whatever 
their Troubles may. be ; ſo we have 
ground to hope , that whatever our 
Troubles be, they will be but of a ſbord 


CONFIUHAHCE. 6) " 


THE firſt part of this Propoſition, 
- that we have no reaſon to fear" 
zoral or final Rejettion, was largely hat 
dled above, and I hope fatisfattorily al- 
ſo; and therefore I ſhall ſaperſede fay- 
ing any thing further to it in this 
place. | 
But as to the other part of the'Pro- 
poſition, That oxr Troubles will probably 
be but ſhort ; it may not be amiſs to 


conſider, upon what ground ſuchan hope 
is founded. And to me, it ſeems fo 
afford hope this way, to conſider, that 
whatever Advantages the Papa! Cauſe 
may £5in here or there, yet in the gene- 
ral it is a falling Intereſt, which in the 

main 
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main- is declining and decaying. And * 
tho'T am afraid the duration of the .4v- : 
tichriſtian Kingdom may be much lon- 
ger than ſome Writers make it ; yet in 
| the general we may conclude, that even 
} chis cannot be long. And ſurely, we 


7 | cannot imagine, that the promiſed in- 
T creaſe and extent of Chriſt's Kingdom 


+ 2" be very far of, after the ſweet and 
'" | favourable prelude thereof, which we 
we fave ſeen : FoP can we imagine, that 
" |, God will wholly loſe the Z7onour of the 
m, | Great Things which he hath already 
» | done for us ; which certainly he would 
a> | in the Eyes of an «unthinking World, if 
1 J the Seed ſown ſhould lie under the Clods 
y- | much longer than the uſual time, with- 
is | out any appearance of the Spring ; for 
then would our vfidels ſay , This is 
o- | come to paſs, becauſe God was not able 
Jy | to: effetuate what he had begun. And 
tof| after all this, can we imagine, — 
pe many Prayers put up for this, willtull 
ro remain to be unanſwered, Beſides, that 
the encouraging Preſages and Hopes, 
which many dying Saints dtave gone to 
Heaven with, were not put intg them, 
we may be ſure, by on Spirit of G 
n 2, 
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in vain: and to think that God would 


faffer them in ſuch a way, and at'fuch 
_ a time tobe under the prevailing power 
of a Delufion, is what I dare not admit 
the thoughts of. 


And now having adduced theſe En- 
couragements here , I ſhall take my 
leave of this Subjeft, when I have laid 
before the Reader a brief Word of Ad> 
vice and Counſel, wita which I ſhalt con- 
clude. 


And here, fince we have ſeen our 


Danger, we may eaſily conclude our 
Duty, For in the fr/# place, we muſt 
be ſure, whatever happens to be found 
in the Camp of Chrif?, taking part with 
the Church, and thoſe that befriend 
that Intereſt, leſt being at any -time 
found PE =_ thence, Or 2» the 
Camp of the Babyloniſh Whore, 

Far akers of her Sins, we ab, berg. 
her Judgments. n 
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' And thei in the ex: place, let us be 
careful to be found in the Praftice of our 
Duty, doing thoſe things that as Chris | 
ſtians we are eogaged to do, and with 
the ſerious diſcharge of which' we can 
: | never be diſpenſed Wherefore, let it 
1- | be our conſtant care to fear God, and 
y | fand in awe of his Judgments ; that 
d | when, with Fehoſhaphat , we fear the Chron. 
4. | Lord, and ſet our ſelves to ſeek him, we 20. 3- 
n- | may Come to getaluch a return from 
God, as he got, Not to be afraid mor ver. xs. 
diſmaid at the multitude of our enemies, 
ir Þ becauſe the battle is the Lord's. Let us 
ir | parifie our ſelves from all filthineſs of 
Qt || the fleſh and ſpirit , by waſhing our 
d | ſelves in the blood of the covenant, that 
h | we may be clean : and by putting away 16. 1. 16 
d || the evil of our doings before the eyes of 
ze | the Lord, that ſo we may ceaſe to do evil, 
be | and learn to do well. Let us humble our 
we | ſelves under the mighty hand of God, 
that we may be exalted in due time : 4» 
for even as Ahab was regarded for ſo 1 King.az. 
doing : and the Heathenlſh City of Nine- #1 3 
web, had its ruine, on this account, ſu- 19:36 Þ 
F ſpended and protraffed. And famous was 1 
the Inſtance of this fort ia tife _ 
fo fa 
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zag was fo acceptable to God, ' 35 to pro. 
tract for ſome time the execarion of the 
Fudgment, that otherwiſe was juſt at 
bl the Door. And thus alſo Hezekiab's 
f 2 Chron. humbling himſelf before the Lord, was || : 
þ 3%-25 the means to ward off that terrible deſo- 
lating Storm of Sexacherih and his Army, 
which ſeem'd wholly inevitable. And 
let us to our Humiliation and Faſti 
add ſerious Repentaite and Refortnation, 
that it may be evident we are real 'm, 
| Joel. 12, Our external Profeſſions : Wherefore Tet | 
15 1+ us turn unto the Lord with all our hearts, 
and that with weeping and monruing, and 
faſting, rending our hearts and not our 
garments. And let us withal, fervently 
and conſtantly implore- God's Mercy 
3 and Favour, by ſerious Prayer and Sup- | 
| Jer.29.13. plication': For they ſhall we ſeek the 
Lord fo as to find him, when we ſhall 
ſearch after | him with all our hearts. 
Ia. 62. 2 Wherefore let us not, in our making men- 
| tion of the Lori, and praying to him, keep 
 "filence in the. Churches caſe, neither let as 
give him any-reſt, until he ariſe and make 
our Jeruſalem a praiſe to the carth. ©. 
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ow ſuch a Spirit upon. this Generation, 
that the Tt = of. thy Wrath..apd 
s þ Judgments, and the Danger of a French 
s | «and Popiſh Sword , of a Sword both 
= | Porreign and Domeſtick, may ſo awaken 
| #s out of our Lethargick Security and In- 
di ſenſibility, that we may turn again unto 
gf thee, and ſeek thy Plas until thou make. 
, | the Light of thy Countenance ſhine upon 
nf 5, 45 an Evidench of our further Delt 


tf werance; that ſo we may be ſet in Safety, 
,, | from thoſe that defign and ſeek our Ruine, 
d | and that thus our Zion may be built up, 
r | and our Jeruſalem made a quiet Habita- 
y | tion for aus, in ſpite of all the Deſigns of 
y | evil and refileſs Enemies. "And for this b 
- | end, be thou graciouſly pleaſed to accept A 
e | of this weak Attempt and Eſffay of the L 
1} meaneS# of thoſe thou haF? cqunted worthy 
5s. | Zo put into the Miniſtration of thy Church ; 


y- | -and ſo to bleſs it to thoſe into whoſe hands 

'it may come, that it may be a means to 

| flir them up to the ferious Prattice of 

© the Daties of the Day and»Time wherein 

._ we live. This, O Lord, as alj things 
aſe, 


DS 


is humbly and earneſtly ſought for 


from 


from thee, y On the account, and for the 
ſake of our dear Redeemer the Lord Jeſus 


 Chriff. In hopes whereof, to Thee, in 
| Him, be aſcribed Praiſe and Glory. 


